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objection that it was inopportunely and hastily 
urged without waiting for that information on the 
subject which could alone derive authenticity from 
official reports in preparation, but not yei {urnished 
by the Departments. 

But, suspending these general remarks for the 
present, and passing on to the resolutions in their 
numerical order, he would take up the first and 
dispose cf it in a few words by giving it his hearty 
concurrence. He never did entertain any other 
doctrine than that the current expenditures of an 
economical administration of the Government 
ought to be fully met by a corresponding amount 
of revenue. It was a source of gratification to 
him to be able to state that the party with 
whom he acted, and the Administration in 
which he had lately taken part, never did enter- 
tain any other doctrine, and never had Jost sight of 
the principle. And if there was any imputable 
ground against them fora departure fiom this prin- 
ciple, it should in all candor be stated where it was 
that the fault lay. Itis, indeed, to be deduced 
from, if not admitted by, the avowals of the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky himself, who, in his opening 
speech on the presentation of these resolutions, dis- 
tinctly laid itdown as a_ notorious fact, that for 
years past, as well as at present, one policy was 
pursued at one end of Pennsylvania avenue, and 
a different policy atthe other end. This was no 
more than what he, (Mr. W.) had said at the ex- 
tra session; and it was even then used by others as 
a taunt—though it was literaliy true. It was in 
consequence of this diversity of policy between 
Congress and the Administranon for years, that 
expenditures were made to exceed Loth estimates 
and revenue, by appropriations, which created for 
so long a durativn the necessity of resorting to such 
lemporary expedients as Treasury notes. 

Mr. Woopsoury here entered into details of 
the rise and progress of the Treasury note system, 
siowing that at the commencement of 1838, the 
balance en them, then ou!s anding, was only two 
millions and niae .enths; yet in that year, Congress 
exceeded the estimates tbirteen millions by appro- 
priations. He asked, could not the two millions 

sd nine-tenths of out.tandivg balance on Trea- 
sury notes have been easily ex'inguished, if such 
excess of appropriation had not been forced upon 
the public Treasury? So, in 1843, the year 
b:gan with a balance of seven muallions and 
thrie-tenths; in 1840, wiih only two millions 
and seven-tenths; and in 1841, with = only 
fevr millions and six-tenth:. But the excess 
ol approprialions in 1838, being thirteen millions; 
in 1839, two millions; and in 1540, three millions; 
he expenditures were increased by the action of 


y 

Congicss, eighteen raillionys—a sum more than ne- 
cossary to pay off, three times over, all the « utstand 
ing Treasury notes al the beginuirg of 1841, The 


four millions and six-tenths outs anding then, was 
tae only real Gebt io be cleared off; ani co tar 
tr madebt of any kind, there would heve been 
an ample surplus for all contingencies for 
years, but for this excess of appropr.ations. From 
ali hisit was apparent that a very material fact 
was established: that the late Administration, so 
fal from not mecogilsing,and dome its best io act 
in conturmlty wih, the principle 


down in the 
Senator’s ficst resolution, had, to the 


tmost of its 
ability, adhered to itin the teeih of piesaing legisla- 
tion to depart from it, whatever 
done at this end of Pennsylvania avep:®. 
As to reuuenchments—kad not the jate Adminis- 
tration continually urged upon Congress the neces- 
sily of retrenchment; and bad not the Treasury De- 
pariment from time to time given specifications ot 
r.irenchment, which, though adopted but in part, 
brought down the expenditures, from the inflations 
in every thing in 1835 and 1836, from twenty-five 
millions, in 1839, to twenty-two anda half in 1840: 
and, had this policy been persisted in throwgh 
1841, would have brought them down to 
only twenty, and now eighteen millions? And 


have been 


li the intention was to come down to seventeen 
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millions, or less, if it could be done without im- 
pairing any important branch of the public servize. 
The object constantly in view was, by all means, 
to keep the expenditures of Government from in- 
creasing faster than the ratio of increase in popu- 
lation and wealth. 

The real expenditures of the first four years of 
Gen. Jackson’s administration, averaged only four- 
teen mi'lions, differing not more tha» one million 
from Mr. Adams’s, and none from the ratio of in- 
crease of populatien. Both were somewhat too 
bigh in certain respecis. And what happened in 
the last four years of General Jackson’s adminis- 
tration? Did not Congress, by appropriating be- 
yond the average increase, and the annual esti- 
matcs offered, of only fifteen or sixteen millions, 
except asenlarged to cover works begun by Con- 
gress, run up the expenditures to upwards of twen- 
ty-nine millions in his last year, for no other pur- 
pose apparently, in some cases, than that of getiing 
rid of the surplus revenue for some public objeci? 
Had Congress conformed to Executive policy— 
had it appropriated only on its scale of estimates— 
or had it done its duty in reducing expenses wher- 
ever it could be done consistently with the publi 
service, no charge of extravagance could have been 
brought against the Government. As it was, the 
average in Gen. Jackson’s second term was only 
twen'y-one millions, and in bis two terms united, 
but seventeen millions. 

Mr. Wocpsory supported his arguments bv a 
lucid and striking array of items and facts, taken 
from former documents and one of the reports un- 
der the present Administration. THe next selected 
the four years of Mr. Van Baren’s admini-tration, 
and showed the real expenditures, decreasing year 
by year, till they came down to only twenty-two 
and a balf millions in the last year. He took the 
reperts made under the present Administration, 
and, by deducting the items introduced for the pur- 
pose of sweiling these averages, but virimally not 
chargeable upon the ordinary expenditures of Go- 
vernment, showed the true average of exyrenditures 
for ordinary purposes of Government. 

In this way, he proved that the average expendi- 
tures of General Jackson’s administration for the 
first four years, was fourieen millions; of his second 
term twenty-one millions; of Mr. Van Buren’s four 
years twenty-seven millions; and whieh, bot for 
the action of Congress, would have been bat twen- 
ty-one millions, and were descending to eighteen. 
But taking the whole twelve veare of both his and 
General Jackson’s administrations, the average 
was only twenty-one and one-tenth mijhons, even 
aceording to Mr. Ewing’s report—an authority that 
gentlemen opposite mustadmit. ‘The Senator from 
Keniucky maintains that tie expenditures of this 
Admini.'ration must be limited to twenty-two mil- 
hons, and with contingencies to twenty-four, inde- 
pendent of any debt; but Mr. Van Buren’s Iasi 
year was not so much by a million anda half 
Yet the Senator from Kentucky proposed to re- 
trench thirteen millions below Mr. Van Buren! 
In feci it was an inerease over his last two years, 
and was only tare millions less than the average ot 
ali histerm. This Administration should go down to 
eighteen or tweniy, 1f not to thirieen millions, which 
the Senator from Kestucky himself proimised in 
his speech at Taylorsville. 

Mr. Woopsory next tock up the expendi- 
tures of the past year, depending upon the data 
furnished by the Treasury report for the first three 
quarters of the year—the report for the fourth 
quarter, which had been called for, not being yet 
turnished. Ia examining these details he would 
be liberal and candid. He bad no wish to be 
guided by a parsimonious or niggardly policy. In 
this report there are items of the actual expendi. 
tures of 1841, independent of the permanent ex. 
penses ef the army, navy, and civil list, amount- 
ing to $6 665,500, which can be safely retrenched. 
Most of them are objects ended entirely, or ina 
great degree; others are reductions. Some weuld 
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| go into other items, that he now left. The details 


were in his hand for the inspection of any member. 

All should furnish their mite of experience or 
labour to prevent the necessity of additional loans 
or taxes in the present embarrassed condition of the 
country. This was his project, his coatribution. 
We have had generalities enough; we must go to 
particulars, or accomplish nothing. 

Take these abolitions and reductions of expense 
from ihese of 1841, and but about nine‘een millions 
are left ier this year, and the next one anda half 
millions less. We come down to seventeen or eigh- 
teen millions, if Congress does its duty to the peo- 
ple truly and faithfully; and he contended it was 
better to do so than disturb the whole Union by 
any attempt to raise additional, and especially pro- 
tective taxes. Even if necessary to obtain this 
reduction, he was willing his own pay should be 
reduced, and all other officers, twenty or twenty- 
five percent. He would personally suffer any 
such frivation sooner than resort to additional taxa- 
tion in times like these. He then gave details of 
his projects of reduction. 

After this, he went to the probable means to 
meet nineteen millions this year, or allowing forcon- 
tingencies and a surplus, twenty-two and a half 
millions, without more taxes. They might be 
computed from the exports or imports. 

He alluded to the estimate of the Senator from 
Kentucky as to the average exports of the country 
for the last six years, being one hundred and three 
and a half millions,and calculating the revenue from 
that to this, he had added fifteen per cent. for 
profit outwards, and deducted ten millions for in- 
terest of the debts of the States to be paid abroad. 
On the last item he differed from the Senator, as 
so much of the debt had been discredited and sent 
back, and the payment of interest unfortunately 
suspended on somuch more. Deduct, then, seven 
miilions for this, and add sixteen millions for the 
fifteen per cent. and the amount to be assessed for 
duties would be one hundred and twelve millions. 
Add to this, for the average increase of the ex- 
ports the next six years, being twelve per cent. 
which he counts about thirteen millions, and deduct 
eighteen millions for free articles, and the balance 
makes one hundred and seven and a third mil- 
lions instead of the Senator’s ninety-one millions. 
But this one hundred and seven anda third mil- 
lions is the value of the material abroad. Add the 
charges, freight, and insurance for the home vajua- 
tion, which Mr. Cray discussed, but did not add, 
and at 25 percent. his estimate, it will increase the 
agzregate to near one hundred and thirty-four 
millions, on which, 20 per cent. duty is near twen- 
ty-eeven millions of dollars. Deduct one and a 
half millions for the cost of collection, and the nett 
revenue, on this basis, is about twenty-five and a 
half millions. If only 15 per cent. is computed, 
instead of the home valuation, the nett revenue 
will be between twenty-iaree and twenty-four mil- 
lions. 

This is the corrected result, on his own theory. 
Mr. W. would offer none of his own. But these 
two aggregates corresponced with two estimates 
from the Treasury Department, presented by Mr. 
Cray at the last session. 

Besides this twenty-three to twenty-five and a 
half millions, there is an addition of three millions 
included of the duties of Jast year, payable in this 
year; and for the first half of the year the excess 
over 20 per cent. of one million more, making an 
addition of four millions of last year for this year. 
After July, all ure to be cash duties, and hence 
none of the 20 percent. of this year postponed to 
1843. Some of this last may be set off against the 
high home valuation, as it is not adopted till July. 

But twenty-six or twenty-seven millions reve- 
nuethis year, and twenty-four afterwards, were 
fair calculations on these daia. That would pay 


his twenty-six, and much more, nay, nineteen or 
twenty-two and a half, and a good part of the 
Next year it would discharge still more of 
But the Senator calculates on a tax of 


debt. 
the debt, 
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natters had been most unjustifiably abused; proof of which 
Was incuntlrovel 

What wou'd be the effee: of rik ut all chertemrs « 
tingent appropriauo ihe e from Vis 1 
tended the Goveran teouwd not procs 1 ita 
tlons, and thesg i: from New Yo (Mr. Finny k 
thrown ou e idea thar tie w eso ecu ' 
mentaualth ej neuts WOuld be dig e Thist 
not necessariiv fowow It Was not Coatended that 

ead Cv Ever; t imge 
priations n iry { ne ex aud the 4 
DoW Was t rect ic W pUuaSLIO »> the Committee of 
Ways and Means with ius to limi nd d Execu 
tive disct as to these apy 10 nake tk ¢ tic 
as far as, 3sibir, andwo redu r yiara compati-:! 
With the weifare of the Government 

The gentleman from \V baa Ir. W iad argued as if 
this were attack on the Ach t ; 

(Mr. Wiss was unders oe iy, proviso.”’] 

Mr sONTRY resun \' al wast prov > bi in ef t 
to ¢ trol a i i § r 

fit tr “ible ra 
vas it b a1) Whar Lo thy rwhit e genil 
man himself veredin (53%, and for which the who Whig] iy 
had hitherto conten! Wi i y thing in tits which 
was locompatl with the a listrftion of the law f the 
Government? SS lv no 

But the gentleman bad said thie was an extraordinary mov 
ment, such asi 10t Nefure beea seen. Well, these were ex- 
traordinat , and there wes an extraordinary wecessily for 
extraordinary efforts ‘ocr those abuses hich the coun 
try had beeu complatn for year and { correction of 
which, as he understood rule | les stood | ed: since both 
had ackno vledged the ¢ e of abuses 1 both had con 
ceded the ne ssity of reform in them It they were now to 
shrink from tie (isk, as na tbeen done, especially by the House 
of Representatives tor y they wo ty oad 
ree of that mo ry e ical i 1 of Ww ’ 
he present Excecu ¢ ft ' at \ bil if ast [cw 
montis ven use t ' 

B he mid ask th t ro Vir iw! 
there dif ’ mili { Ly " { 
verament now, | ti whi ‘ ed when that ¢ 4 
declared that, w coment tee $10 tl ) 
these D t | ‘ t 3} vty viscerate 
facts which w Poe sufficies mipeach the Presicte 
every hea of ¢ y Ds riment of the Go ? tad 
things been i rene Si 

[Tne CHAIR here t wterpos n the gy nd vi the remark 
of the gentleman wet ’ richiy reley } 

Mr. G. proceeded. H as endeavoriug to vindicate the rarty 
of which he was an hit Menbet aty whieh had 
veen aita “Ke y StLcouay }'t ’ ’ alt n ot th 
Committee of Wavs and who was Charged wit npro 
per ‘notives for ins ron this t rn. and w i, he repeat 
t I, they were all} ieatto carry ou ! cone ore 
the gentleman from Virgictah } i rt 3 

femans Vv e had reverbera over the sand thr 
the valleys of the Wes and tad waxed hin Mir G i 
1835, and ride hio—wt he hate t upposert 
should be—something of a policy tor he feluthat t 
ties of his country were in da A he resret v to 
finda gendeman who stoolin w poshion in which his vice 
mizh: be so emine Hy ef] Ive ne is face acalust relo } 
those very avusea 

Mr. WISE exp'ained He professed to co for reform now 
as he always liad done. In that res t, he stood now where he 
ha! always stood, butthe question was, w ex Was 
port fretorm ne mer fuesiion Wwheinher aconti nt tem 
shy 1 be put yoNe wt Mw al i fie did not s his face 
aTainstrelorm; on the coi > would go as far to efiect 
thate ; she who wert far 

Mi resumed intend todo injustice 
{> th ntleman, dt they w Honesily engaged in the 
parsnitof the same object, iffered in opinion, he would 
compare opinions with that gentleman, 


After referring tothe diffi sulty whch existe lof designatirg 








































the precise point at which reiorm should mimence, and al- 
uding more particularly the orizinal proposition of Mr 
Wise, and to his remarks of yesterday, (w led to brief ex- 
laaations from Messrs Wise aid FituMo »Mr. G. proceed- 
ed to remark, that he Was tu flavor of ih proposition which th 
g ‘man from Vit had introduced for the estab ment 
ofa Government pr ! uwiou of the mace of 
the Government Irs ihe new iper pressolthe country. 
Bit, to sect etl upen iH, det Uhem every item 
of contingent appropriavuons nt re whole anes 
1 to the Comunitte of Way un » with suc} 
uctions as leman trom Virginia 1 aes sin 
ny relacion Lo the to vor f ihe patronage of the Govern- 
' from the wspaper ess o i! count I would 
be in execution of a Whig ple; it uld } ‘ ition 
of a great fundament:! pripetole of reform It was, he (Mr 
G.) believed, the on!y rt re which be apoliedto an 
evil which threatened fo sufivert the lrbert rf countrv—-an 
evil which had subverted tne ind ence € and purity of the 
rean poli a evil oy means of which the pr - 
Wininist aston ta I2ht foils anpport ascore of presses 
‘ th polit.cal parites—papers wo had been violent the 
»mnation of the Mehand Measures of the ‘riv, but whose 
denunciations had su ily ceased enhe, 
Mr. WISE here intimaced thet he would with | t 
the prooosition of the sentiem in fom Pennessee, } 
Je(Me W.) was willing tos ntalt ’ 
und to refer the subject to the Committ 
withinstru to inquire | , and to v 
could be reduced, and tf wis willl yraisea 
to inquire WHhaLWas lhe dest t Poff separ ngthe patronage 
of the Gove ’ ' ) ! ( pre 
We. GENTRY thanked th leman for the dee’aratic 
1 that Mr. GY had conten li anda ithe 
He fi Vv nv a 2 | ertained an ap- 
mM that the gentem I Vera . from then r 
in which he alurge! his proposition, had thoucht that er 
tain portion, @ large poruon ef the Whiz party here, swaved 
by the reason thata t > portion { age oi this 
branch of the Government had bs on a Whig 
press, which was doubtiessia favoy of the Whig 
party,) would shrink from the hi J forcing @ separa 
tion. The genileman had said he did not suspect it 


was so, 


and he (Mr. G.) was glad arit. He believed the Whig 
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party to be sincere in its desires 
ples of reform which ¢ lad 


to carry out thegreat princi- 














ey 1, and he would not 
doubt the fact un the recor ex‘ablish it Let the 
gentleman bring forward lis me al (Mr. G) would 
go with him—and if it tailed, te espensibility rest where 
it should. 

One declaratien the gentleman had made of a most startling 
character In his remarks of yesterday, a they appeal tu 
are ee” he was reported to have said 

* He ised Mr Finemone of having seizedon the pretext 







































of the app ition Of a pact of the coutingent fund to strike at 
he Madisonian, and thus deprive the Executive of what had 
always been enjoyed under every previous Admtmistration— 
hie vat :olhavinga public press at the seat of Govern 
ment to t his behalf, while ort presses expre sed the 
views of the Op this « as to be sanctioned 
bv the m rily, ar for party ends, th } friends 
ie Pres mus kK on e | Ciphe ol Tre- 
form, and privir ses on both side ver 

ent patt we | loing the public ; at Go 
Ver sinie ex § 

Mr. G. heped it gentleman had he wy tice to the 
chatema het nittee of Ways and Means, in aturibu g 
to hime a mouve so narr but theie was the remarks 
soimeuMnNgo!l g wer anc ; c necte with the 
motives of that ntleman. 

The gentleman from Vi rsaid 

“die accused Mr. Finiy 2 of having seized on the pretext 
Of the application of a pat the conuovgent fund to strike at 
the Madisonian, and thus deprive the Executive of what had 
always he penn enjoys lunder every previous Admiinistrau 
the advantage of having a public press at the seat of Gover 
ment t sapeeie in his behalf, wille other presses expressed the 
views of the O; positton.”” 

c gentleman spoke complaining!ly 19 it seerned to him 
(Mr. G.) and then ited : 

“of his Cours » be sa i ij +y the m rity, 

ursu dito ' ven the friendsot the Presid 

1 ic on the true py } re 

‘a G 1 hat the ¢ i { e tothe ¢ 
nascent hat he would diseleim the lidere lairsy d cibte 
from his remarks, that, provided thi vere leit as they now 

ere, and the patronage ot mo rie Ww rmuied to 
yet i a Madison he (Mr. Wis vas CONnLS 
bu t iz ¥ if proviso wus i en 

it tint e wou ! ) “ 1 yet : ' re , 
‘) Wi { BL] att t ne ri he ¢ ihinent 
roipn vie ‘ p eas 

Mr. Wis explained. Te had not seen the report before it 
Vas publisi-ed, and he was not responsibleforit. It was gene 

ily correct nz had b ul y bim which coutd 

sity the sti nee of the ge eman from ‘Venne t 
[°.M Vv yu mono cout ¥; he went jor th 
reforryr wid 

Mr. GEN sumed. If he had misapprehended the 
IM pu ot er ths, he Was iad to De “i { he la 
there was, however, one other tut made the nthe in 
which had attracted bis, Mr. attentior i mma 





wi 





ThMahi at ¥ thie 
he committee lé 





wish to 
in which 





he gentleman referred to a supposed intimation o 
the pert of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
m conjunction with tl 


pplies irom 


wid } 


this Government 


eclior 





te have said 















>gentieman from New York had verv fatrly and 
Oo vy pio val “4a ut t t sal 
the ame m ent a leer of his ¢ ibnt to r Is party 
friends, in which it was impossible Mr. W. could have been 
deceived. The geutlemin ploug! Way iat woked an- 
other {that was to be the policy, then he said to the zentie- 
inan and his friends, ‘Go it' go it, and IT shall be thanktul to 
you.’ All he would say for the Administration was, that ic 
would attemy to do tis duty; although surrounded by obstacles 
such as Administration never had to enqgounter before, it 
would go on and recommend suitable measures and udvocate 
them on proper grounds; if 1t could not give the countiy 
good MBASURES, it would at Jeast endeavor to secure good 
ISSUES” 
Ihe last sentence, Mr. G. said, was a very pregnant one, 
and most ungrateful, as 1 seemed to him, coming from one 
who stood in the itude of that 2zentlen towards this Admis 


nistration. 
The CHAIRMAN agair ery 





wed to a point of irre 























and hoped the gentleman wou ‘Orfine himeeif to the ques- 
tion before the committee 

Mr. GENTRY submitted to th he had a richt to 
repel for himse’l, and ' Woof th leman fre ew 
York, (Mr FinuMore putation that had been cast upon 
him. That imputation, coming from such a quarter, was most 
unkind izrateful 

Wh have been the coadition of th ministration, 
if the suggestions, the advice, and the poiiey culiar”? 
friends had been adhered to : 

The CHAIRMAN T gentleman ia net in order 

Mr. HOLMES heped the ‘ntleman would be allowed! to 
proce¢ 1, The sublect was o In Which all felt a deep interest, 
and he understood the gei nan assimply replying to remarks 
made yesterday in cominiitee by the gentleman from Virginia, 
{Mr. Wise ] 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the gentleman from Tennes- 





see was ont of or - Fhe committee conid overrule the cect 
m if they thonght proper soto do. The hair did not an- 
le dthe gentleman from Virginia as impeaching the motives 





> gentieman from New York or of his party. 








Mr. GENTRY ed. He had been anxious to recur to 
a few facts to y that Whig party had «é that pa- 
irjotism a d the most lotty magnantmity could do, in order to 
furnish to this Admirusiration + 0 carry he Govern- 
nm : that party had mar up boldly to all the respon- 
sibility 1 duty and patriots imy 1 under um- 
~ wnces i 1 which few would have cone it, and where head of 
he Administratio ud done that which the party had regarded 





as an act of moral peri 

The CHAIR, (with emphasis.) The gentleman is not ir 
ordet 

Mr. GENTRY: I was about to show that the party had 
marched up to the responsibility, not only of voting through 


the House a tax bill, (always a high and delicate duty,) in order 
to sup Pp ily the waysand means to an Administration which had 
proved recreant (o its party, as they thought, but that they had 





also undertaken the additional responsibility of voting a Loan 
bill, in order still further to eupply it with means. That was 
. the extra session. At the present session, what has that party 
done? 

The CHAIR again interposed to order 

Mr. W.W IRWIN and Mr. HOLMES expressed the hope 
that Mr G would be allowed tu proceed. 

Mr.GENTRY. I was merely referring to a few his‘orical 
facts, with a view— 

The CHAIRMAN said 
Ig Out OF Order. 

Mr. GENTRY 
that he had 
irom Virginia. 

And ques fon, 





the Chair decides that the gentleman 


appeaied from the decision, on the ground 
right to reply to the remarks of the gentleman 


“Shall the decision of the Chair stand as 








the judgment of the Committee?” was taken and decided in the 
aflirmauve—yeas 80, noes 66 
So the ¢ ton of the Chair was affirmed, 
The CHAIRMAN, ‘lhe gentleman fiom Tennessee will 
please to proceed in order. 
Mr. GEN’ RY, professing his warm advocacy of the rules of 
or , ane adverting to his habitual observance of them, said 
that he did not intend to say any thing outof order, or any thing 
that was discourteous or midecorous. He had merely derired 
he was understood to ez Ly, theugh in this part in pertecily 
heard) to contrast the course of = e Whigs in this House with 





the course of the peculiar friends of the present Administration, 
as illustrated on the Tax bill, the Loan bill, the bill for the 
a f the Post Office Department, and, at the present session, 
On the Treasury bill. And he had intended to have in- 
of his friend from Virginia [Mr Wiss] what wouid have 
the tion of this Administration if it had relied on such 
ors as himself [Me W.] This he had intended to say, 
but wossorry that he had not been permitied to say it. {Roars 
of laughter, and cries of “neatly dor tle protested uguinst 


1G- 


note 





quired 
b en 


counsel 


condi 





the terposition of the Chairman, though did not doubt that 
It was actuated by th best of motives; and provested against 
the decision of the committee as an iniringement of the rk ht of 


debate. 








Jie was glad, however, that gentleman from Virginia had 
eX press wWillh yeas, 1D eee of the debate, t trike 
t cout i emstiomthis bill. Te (Mr. G.) hepe a tus 
would be ¢ e by comumon acquiescence, Withoutluriher strug: 

€; andtiva ye sublect would be referred to the Comn ittee 
of Ways aud Means, with such instrucuous as the House might 
choose tawote, or toa select committee. He enenkned suckle 
about that. 





li was te knrew,to avoid tl 


£ent 


imp = necessity of contin- 
Ap pProprlatons ome nt; buthebelieved there was 
foc any thing like the amount appropriated by this 


ce the year 1820, tie amount had swelled to an extent 


tos exte 
no necessily 
hill Sin 








that was positively astuunding, and which nothing butextava- 
gaese and corruption cou'd account tor. 

In the iy 1823 the contingent en amounted 
to $3-4 ] th yeal }827, 1 Foz a). And in the 
year I8!2 the amount was $1 6.3 8; or more than one- 


seventh of the whols amount proposed to be appropriated by 
; ' 
this bill. 


here 


for rela: 


in thie: ar 
in this; ar 


must be something 
m wasobvious and 5 


vrong 


the necessity 
iramount. 








Mr. CUSHING addre d the Chairman; yielded the 
floor for a moment to— 

Mr. WISE, who said as the gentleman from Tennessee 
(Mr. Carvruers] had intimated his intention to move to 
strike out he dems for contingencies, he would withdraw 
hisamendmenutif the gentlenian would move to strike out this 
whole item 


Mr. CARUTHERS eaid he 
the whole clause. 

But before auy change was made in the question 

von A USHING said the geutlemen were antic ipating him. He 


would then move to strike out 





sh - 
Me. EVERETT re quested the gentleman from Massachueetts 
(Mr. Cusu:nc)to allow him to give notice of a motion he in- 
tended tu make. He should move, inthe end, to strike «ut one 
half of the conting- ut appropriations, leaving one-half, which 
would be a sufficient guarantee lo Carry on the public service 
until the other bil! as reported. 

Mr. CUSHING said there did not appear to be a distinct and 
unanimous understanding as to the true course to be pursued in 
this matter. If such a course could be poinied out, he was will 
ing to co operate init. He had no wish to go into party disqui- 
sitions or controversies on this Guestion of business; if it was 
ia order, he should not. Itdid not seem to be remembered by 
gentlemen that the question whether this bill should pasa—whe- 
ther the necessary supplies should be made to Governmen:— 
whether the Loan bill should pass, instead of fixing a question 
of responsibility on the peculiar frie nds or the peculiar enemies 

the President of the United States, instead of its being a 7 arty 





ot 





question, Was a question whether the Representatives of the 
people of the United States were recreant to the Constitution of 
the United States 


Mr. GENTRY desired to know whether thes 
» In order 


ie CHAIRMAN 





general remarks 


sail he 





could not see their relevancy. 


He 


hoped the gentleman from Massachusetts would confine his re- 
marks to the question now before the committee, 

Mr. CUSHING aut he did not wish to violate any rules of 
order in this matt They were now, he continued, on the 15th 
clause of a bill having 200 sections. It was now the 10th of 
March. The ol the General Ap propriation bill was the 





lay of he gener il service of the country; and the delay of this 
bill also delaved other important bills which were to be acted 
on when they could reachthem. If, by concurring in any par- 
ticular course, he could remove this delay— if he knew of any 
way in which he could contribute to a sewalt on this bill, he was 
willing to take that course. He considered all other views pre- 
sented here ao secondary to the great object of a result, that he 
was willing to conce‘e ther questions to the attainment of 
It might a vast discovery in finance-- an 1m- 
mense retorm—to divide the appropriation bill into two bills— 
one for the salaries of the civil and diplomatic fiectionaries, 
id the other for their contingencies. If there were geitlemen 
who supposed this would be an immense public good, he was 
ing to coincide In it 
I'he gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Gentry ] and the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] had expressed a readinesa 
to concur, so far as they were concerned, by accepting the mo 
tion of the gentleman from: Tennessee [Mr. CaruTuers] near 
him, and to strike out these contingent appropriations. If the 


House were determined to adopt this course, he had no objeg. 


} 
de 





ail ¢ 


this obiect be 











$08 en ee 





ee SP 




















jons. They camehere, and the very first act of the session 
wast0 fase a ti for the wh pay aud contingencies: at i 
they é k up a her bi and turned aside to 3 
every qut totally irreleva >the merits of ihe at 
25 . aie te : 
i tT Waeu Tea Sil i th i wT ! t { Wile [ 
Exe ¢ & have the power piVil pati ¢ 
l louse, Ww iu this inte heal 
e| v ] Ve f the pres rif Vv >t ul 
a i Wspay lk ire 
he Ww egentieman from Virginia [Mr. W 
‘ wa i mald « whole 
- ire liany tht wa re {to ¢ 
i ' ] ver thei “ a 
Execuu Iteeemed to be imagine hat they migh eprive 
els \ neidental i ref yon the ¢ j and 
° the pe ¢ eave it with iny Influence ’ 
Ca ilid his was done, there remained r i 
ally lorce; and it had too often happen hatan anarchy 
‘ vermin mag arisen if it 4 i elweet € 
T pal t sof Governime 
Hie wast \ »adstall ou the cuss iny f th 
genera lon iat might be started in this deha prov I 
a tHiajor of this House were re y > adoy any f those 
ans by which this bill m e expedite wid in expediting 
‘ essary appropriations might ade for the sala 
i t bli officers, and Congress might then provide 
aif t enable G er en » withdraw its pr ested notes 
nthemarket, and relieve itself from the mink ath 
1 a Government professing to be free, but whi owing 
pee yuses, isl mnipetent » Pass a te rov lor 
paytnesr salaries its of el md the 
rveasur He proposed, therefore, to the gentlen 
t { i iu ymmittee Were «lispo » sty 
sing! tingent ier they shou rike out the ¢ 
iroughout the whole bill, with the understandir 
armimittee sh ! raised to ¢ 1der the best m 
1 public print and the subject of these conti 
ried from the Committee of Ways and Means 
Mr. GIDDINGs concurred with gentlemen that a vast saving 
might be made in these contingencies, and he was ready to « 
»perate heart and hand in this object. His object in addressing 
the coinmittee was lO Cail attention to some sma litems charged 
in the contingent expenses of the State Depa ent dur the 
last Convress At the I+éd page of the Blue Book, under the 
head of “Miscellaneous,” the State Department had charged to 
t eneral fund ot Government two or three Wems for pay for 
a ing compensation for slaves. He wished to inquire ot 





: I 
hairman of the Committee of Ways and Means if he could 
Lin this item 


Mr. FILLMORE in 
Mr. GIDDINGS re; 


date 


lired if there was any 
vied there was n 


1 to the item? 


Mr. 4FILLMORE said he had no knowledge of it. The 
Blue Book was not belore the committee whe hey reported 


. 


i 
GIDDINGS said he intended to offer ar 

t He would move a provice to be 
clause of the bill as it now stood 


The CHAIRMAN said two 


Mr 


his loth item 





ing, and the amendment of the gentleman would not now be in 
rier, 

Cries of read it, read it 

Mr. GIDDINGS said the rem » he intended to offer 





wou d be tn order on this 
He would beg the tu 


clause 


luigence of the commitiee while he 


2 ld mak »far ashe could, to the unittee, an analysis 
of an argument he should carry outon paper, On having his 
a 1on drawn to this item, he had called at the State Depart. 


ment, and made inquiry about it, when he 
thatit was for advertisements giving notice 
on board the Comet and Encomium that 

em had been received from the 
State Department. 

Mr. TRIPLETT rose to a questi of order. There was no 
proposition ia the present bill to appropriate one solit ary cent 
for the obje ted by the gentleman from Ohio, and therefore 
it was notin order now to debate an appropriation that had been 
passed some two or three years ago 

Ihe CHAIRMAN said the gentleman from Tennessee {Mr 
rHers] had moved t l! the contingent appro- 


¥ strike out all 
priations except $500 for the State Department. The Chair 
lingent expenses of 


understood that any examination of the cor 
he State Department, present or past, with a view toa be aring 
this question, W yuld be in order. 


Mr. GIDDINGS continued. It 


had been informed 
to owners of slaves 
he compensation tor 
British Government at the 

















was not his ot 





ject to £o Into 
an angry discussion here, but to give his views in an amicable 
lebate. It became necessary that he should go back, for he 
harged t propriation as beinga violauion of the funda- 


is 4} 
tal spirit of the Constitution its as the 
tiine of its adoption by the different States in the formation of 
this Federal Government. And, for the purpose of making 


understood at 








himself understood, it became necessary to look back at the 
i stance of the different States at the time of the forma 
tion of the Constitution—at how the different States stood in re 


o each other, and what were the different views ¢ ater- 


la nt 

tained on the subject of slavery He briefly glanced at the 
measures that had then been taken by Massachusetts, New 
York, Pennsylvania, and Vermont, severally, in relation to the 





emancipation of theirslaves; when 

The CHAIRMAN suggest 
circumstances of the form 
ited States could not be in order, 
(Cries of *Lethim go on “No, 
A conversation here arose between Messrs. WILLIAM BUT- 
LER, SPRIGG, and the CHAIRMAN, on the pointof orde 
when 

r e CHAIRMAN decided that the ge 1 from Ohio 
ING®] was notin order in his course of remark. 
MALLORY objected to his proceedir 

WILLIAM BUTLER called for the gentleman to take 


it, asking if he cou proceed without the Consent 





tthet thier OE eae ee 
i that this< rse of discussion of 


' vtion of the Co 


U 





stitution of the 





no 





tlemar 


Mr. 


Gint 
Mr 
M 





CHAIRMAN decided that th 
in his ren order. 

Afier a mamentary conversation on the point of order by 
Messrs. WM. BUTLER and L. W. ANDREWS 

Mr GIDDINGS re He held that to take the funds of 
to appropriate, in any respect, to aid in the recap- 
ture constitutional; and he assigned as 
hie reasons that this subject was never delegated by the several 
tates to the General Government 


e gentleman might proceed 


irks in 








the nation 


of fugitive slaves, is ur 
' 








}ONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 




















Mr. HABERSHAM called the gentleman to order on the 
ground o irrelevancy 
The CHAIRMAN said tha “ting t iter 
r t ste} é | ' man ft ) » ha 
v ere i ) 
1 J Ver appropriate for th , and 
Mr. HABERSILAM appealed ! ion of the ( 
W his apnpea 
Mr. GIDDINGS said he w ‘ ut the veral Sates 
i wor y rt e } 
G rnime w! it ¥ i | I I 
) ery i = “ hat wa Wy + 
ppropriat il “ é ing i 
rate this j nbyt t State s h Carolina, 
wher 
Mr. TRIPLETT ca { the mant rder 1 expla 
ed from the Blue B , Will lere OliIS ilem, Which Was 
in” rier apy itl bi 
The CHAIRMAN decided that the gentleman from Ohio was 
in order 
Mr FURNEY appealed from the decisior ie € r 
The only point he desited to mention was, that tl ent! in 
fi Ohio made a false statement of fact, under color of whict 
he might discuss the ston Ol slavery, which was not beiore 
the Hous The decision of the Chair was therefore inc rrect, 























a wf appeated if 1 

Mr. PROFFIT expressed the opints it thee eman wa 
In order, i i should be allows » proceed He considered ht 
remarks only asa peculiar attack on lnistrau iror 
ape ar porto rf he Oy SILLOT 

Mr. GORDON contended that the gen'leman from Ohio had 

yright to charge the Secretary of State witha design to make 
an unconstitutional application of the public money, for the 
purpose of making an Abolition speech on it 

Mr HOLMES concurred with the Chair, that the gentleman 
hadat oO give, ashis rea for voting strike outa 
contingent appropriation, that the money might be applied ina 
certain way. He now, howevel, rose toa point of order, that 
he deemed co Sve The gentieman predicated his argu- 
ment, according to hts own asserilun, upenan application by 
the Secretary of State ofa certainsum of money for advertis 
ing to claimants who were entitled to the indemnity awarded 
for the slaves had been taken from them by the British Go- 
vernme u a treaty gentleman contended, and the 
Chair decided, that he t oO proceed, because he was 
objecting to the ur utionality of expenditure. T 
said Mr. H. is not th lestion. he question was, wl 
ther the gentleman, wl ~ppropriation bill was under con 





sideration, | sthe cons 
tor if the tre 
turalco 


AY 
\ 


WIS 


aright t l 
ily Was correct, the expen 
e of it. 

remarks from ! 


SHING, 





utionality of a treaty; 
liture followed as ana 
{ 


er some CHAPMAN, GIDDINGS, 
E and Cl 








Mr. BLACK said he Ino dou Mut If Was the intention of 
the gentleman from Ohio to go Intoan argument to traduce the 
instituuions of the South 





The CHAIR called Mr. B 
Mr. BLACK 


permit the gentleman 


to order. 
to ask this question 
from Ohio 


rose If the Wouse sh yuld 
to go on to make an Abolition 
would it then be permitted to the gen- 
tlemen from the South to answer him? 

The CHAIR had no doubt but it would 

Mr. BLACK expressed himself satisfied, and he would avail 
himself of the privilege 


Mr. COOPER of 


speech on this question, 


Georgia rose i made som 





rer at 
which were inaudib'e, from tt re ated cails to order t t 
Were mad IIe was understood to ask permission to read 











something he held in his hand {Loud cries of order, orde 
Mr. C. wished to remark that the course that was pursued here 
and many partsof the country, was most deleterious to the 





yest interests of the country. To show the extent ofthe injury 
hat was inflicted, he was going to read three or four lines only 

° ; : 
ofa communication receive 1 from agentieman Ww 


the leading citizens of Geor 


1 Was oneal 
0 zia—one who was not a Democrat, 
nota Van Buren man, but one of the leading men ofthe State. 
{Cries of order, order.] Mr. C. then read as follows: “With- 
outa speedy change in our plan of legislation, our whole coun 
try will rtain feelings and opinions’’—{here 
such that the Reporter lost the remainder of 1 
“without a change of legislation, T am the 
disuni and will go for striking the first bl 
said, was from a Harrison man, 
The question was then taken 
> Chair was sustained 
N »quorum voting 
Mr. FILLMORE appealed to his friend from 





ent ul se : 
I Lhe noise was 


\ ‘ - 
le sentence]— 





open advocate of 


us, Mr. C. 








n the appeal, and the decision 


ayes 75, noes 41. 


rt 
ott 


Ohio to forego 








his amend and snufler the business to go on It wart a 
mere abstraction the gentleman was aiming at. 

Several voices: “He has noamendment.’ 

The CHAIRMAN said the gentleman from New York was 
notin order 

[(Cnes of “Or ler.’ “order.’’] 

Mr. GIDDINGS said, under the decisi of the Chairman, 
which was sustained by the committee, he had a right to as- 


sign his reasons for objecting to ti r this item 





s appropriation f 















of contingent expenses as unconstitutional: and he might go 
further into an examination. and show that the several States 
‘ iis Union had never delegated to Government either the 
power to tax the free States fur the purpose of sustaining slave- 
ry. 
“The CITAIRMAN the gentleman might object to the 
appropriation, and give his reason that it Was unconstitutional; 
but it was not in order for him to go into an original argu- 
1 t lity of the appropriatior i the 
mode ution was framed by the various 
State 

After a further explanatior the CHAIRMAN, In answer to 
an inquiry of Mr. GippinGs, as to the scope of argument it was 
in order to make— 





Mr 


GIDDING 


said his object wasto perform a duty which 





had been conferred or m by ten thousand citizensef the 
United States, who had sent petitions to him solemnly remon- 
strating against this violation of their rights. 


He had ple dged 


wou!d raise his voice on 





to these peritionera that h this st 
ect. His solemn'y protested against taxa- 
tion of thiskind. They had sent their petitions here against it, 
and, while this House refused to receive thein, or te hear their 
Represe tive, he had now discharged lis duty to them. It 
was in performance of that duty that he had risen. He was 
mistaken in the Lex Parliamentaria which governed this 


constituen 


most 




















ili aisiaglislntcaaiaataieasacaiiiiinai tee 
= EE enenoueee eee 
Hoi He had posed that they who were solemnly called 
here lero  Giy é tes might assign their reasons 
it Li its ! sures bnasin 1 ashe was 
ml a cha 1 his duty in at- 
viewsof the petitioners and his own, 
! , 4 is scat 
Mr. WIS& 1 ut th ntleman from 
Teun { : Vv rl ( this 
é Wo Wi i amendment for 
e pres 
The CHAIRMA D i m Virginia with- 
v I : 
Mr. Wisi j ma 1m Te e moves tostrike 
the w ' ‘ id 
Pie CHAIRMAN repeate nlerrogatory; and 
N VISE 1} 1 Wwilhdiawt ame linent 
Mr. CARUTITER i t » move to strike out 
S atartrls : z 
] CHAIRMAN ve 
Mr. EVERETT ‘ ty with Mr. C. addressed 
e Chair ) 
A co I i ae | its of the two 
eme to ! j Ww 5 W ISE, GILMER, 





EVERETT the ¢ 
Phe 


1 


MAN participat 
CHAIRMAN deci that I 


as entitled to 





in ine ERS, WISI 
Mc BE. surt his rizht to the floor. 


. ARNOLD, 


VER 
EVERETT 


iole of thie 

















ARUTHERS ' f y atrike tthe wh 

e Loth) 1 proviso elo nexeu 

Cr Q 1o ‘ 

Mr. CARUTITERS sai : Was opposed to striking out this 
provi 1 i wer remain, but he 
wanted i Nuether they would strike 

wh continge iy ‘ or not. He was 
opposed to a ! nthis ay priation bill, and 
sired that the i ave} eins uded in it not directly 
Jesignated by « j iwa. H eld tha cific estimates 
sh {be ma r these contingencies. !f they could not make 
specific estimates e Wanis e Departments, they should 
not have approp sat They { give the details of 
most, if nG nm cessary expenses from past experience, 
Suppose the pu nt ote igent exper for foreign 
relations co i ye 1, they could specify the sum for 
j ra I her s. Letthere be asmaller corrup- 
ion fund for é ‘ vhich were undefined, and 

t them be embra i ther ) ! to delay this 
wholeappr j j whick machinery of Govern. 
ime lepend 1 vy talked 1 relled, week after 
\ : he « ) } ( i t expenses He had 

jections to th) ‘ause, In thi reneral appropriation bill, 
jrems to whicho vi made were connected with other 
i! riations which n prob n, and were thus 

ragged th Let them placed in a separate bill. Here 
was one mi I appropriations in this bill that no member 
could tell his « Ss se it was to be applied. 
To all these purposes of ht be applied, and it was 
heir duty to guard against es. He desired the com- 
mittee toshaw them to what | s this contingent fund was 

»> be applied, and s idan ¢ nce vote to strike outall 
the contingencies from this oi! 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said, if it was understood that the 
wl -appropriaden for conti ni expenses was to be struck 

ut of the general appropriation bill, and to be provided for in 
a separate bill, without further debate, he would postpone what 
he had to say in relation to “these contingencies until that bil 
should be before them. He had a word ar two to say, how- 





ever, now, in reply to what hae lien from several gentlemen 





io re y the interminable debates and delays that had thus 
far retarded the passage of the bill under consideration. Who 





was it that had caused the delay? He wished the House and 
the country to understand that those with whem he acted—the 
Democratic party—had no part of the blame. Butone of them 
had spoken on the subject, and that one but for a few minutes 
All wranglings, debates, ard moti had come from the 





to expedite the public 

il easily and readily doit. The Democratic 
members had not and w er any factious opposition 
to any measul They would rather vofe for reforms than talk 
about them. 
He hada 
again and again, charges mae 


Dey arimenis 





yuld i ol 


He had heard, 
diferent Executive 
iture of the public money for 


wor to 

















news es. and other essary articles. All this, 
he » be stopped. But who were they (the members 
of tt tI set themselves up to pass sentence of 
condemnation on re they not the agents of the peo- 
| standing in re the people, the same asthe Presi- 
1 l every otk high or low, inany department of 
ment! Vere they not all the agents of the people, 

he = ) lathad they see { what was 

now thre t Le m |00K a > tems charged to the con- 
tingen! exper of Congre Had they not bought pictures to 
yrnament th ha and were he members of the House 
selves ‘ “Ladies’ Books,’ “Brother Jonathans,” 
“Birds of America,” and all sorts of newspapers and literary 
works? Ay, and “picture books,” too, for their own private 
use, at the public ¢ nse [le ca t House to purify 
itself before it threw stones at those who lived at the other end 
f the avenue, or began the purtficatio f the other depart- 
mer Ifthe met | Hh required their hack hire 
»be } 1 out he | ic Treasury, and their towels to be 
washed att pl char ! ha een referred to, why 
not let the oil ao softhe} ple t lowed the same prl- 
vileges? It was certainly ( irv for the Executive offi- 
cers to trave ckly » have n hands, as for members. 
Sut, he said, it was all wrong—wrong in the members of the 
House, and wrong 1 r officers of the Government, to 
waste the pt us way; and he trusted a stop 
wouldbe pu ese ting of the House, 
and of t would b sely examined, 
and be imac Spe appropriations. Why 
could no i not the printing of the laws be 
regulated, ar rovided for? Could not the sta- 
tionery, the fu imated and provided for also? 
He apprehended that would be but little difficulty in spe- 


viding for all, or nearly all, the expenditures that 


Cifically pr 
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ought to be allowed; and then but 


little, ifany, contingent fund, 
would be required any where 








In regard to the public printing, t which so much had 
been said, he thought i: ought to be better regulated than i 
now is, and lessof uw done. His impressions were in favor of 
having a publi inter to do all the prinung for the Govern 
ment thal was necessary to done at the seat of Government 
one who would do the public printing the cheapest and bes 
But, said he, why should charge upon the executive de 
partments, heretofore or now, as had been done again ana 
again in the course of the debate, as a crime, that they have 
employed poliucal presses, s attempted to buy 
support With thelr patronage ; s dGone!—tils 
House and the Senate! Ila elven theli 
printing tothe polical press » y no ive it to 
their Own partisan presses! ‘Then why all this clamor on the 
subject? If those who have t + Hlouse and 
the other, are really honest inst the 
abuses that are said to have + ! the > at the 
other end of the avenue. let us take care to remove the evil 
from Ourown doors! eiore we go Lo the other end of the avenue 
to remove itthence. IH! a public printer could not now be had, 
he said, who could do the work asit ought tot he w 


have it done by contract 


He would issue proposals, and give 
it to the best bidder—to the 


one whoa would do it cheapest and 





best—no matier where he lived, whether in New York, Phila- 
de!phia, Baltimore, or Washington For one, he wanted to see 
the work of reform and retrenchment thoroughly done. Nota 


little here and there, n erely to make ashow of reform, or to 
gratify some personal or politicul disappointment or friendship, 
or to catch popular applause, but such a reform as would be 
feltas a good by the whole country, and command Its 
aud lasting approbation 

Mr. EVERETT said he was opposed tothe amendment of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, {Mr. CAnurHers] and on this 
ground: there were some contingencies which, for the present 
at least, and ull a reform could be perfected, were necessary; 
and he was not willing to take the responsibility of the confusicn 
which a retusal to make the necess: 
evitably produce. If others were, let them take it on their own 
shoulders. Mr. E. was not willing it should rest onhis. He 
was informed that a great reform might be etlected in these 
contingent expenses, and he was desirous it should take place 
but there was not time now tocomplete that reform ina 
judicious manner. He had prepared an amendment which he 
believed would be in order, and which, atthe same time it af- 
forded a present supply to meet the necessities of the case, 
would allow proper time to complete such an examination into 
facts as should precede any conclusive and genera! legislation. 
He propose to strike out half the contemplated amount of ap- 
propriation, and aiterwards to follow it up by propositions to 
reduce in the same manner many particular contingent ex- 
penses, though not all. Whenac item was obviously right and 
proper, Jetit remain untouched,but when there was doubt or sus 
cion apply a siniiar reduetion. Tie took yt for granted that no- 
body could dispute that at least halfthe amount asked tor was 
necessary. Let this be given them, at present; and thengo on 
and reduce further as circumstances might justify. Ife was 
not willing to embarrass the Administration by refusing, in the 
gross, the most necessary of all supplies. 

Mr. FE. concluded by moving to amend the peuding clause of 
the bill by striking out $25.00 and luserting $12,500, ~ 

Mr. McKAY satd he was in favor of the 


respect 





ry appropriations mustin- 


amendment of the 


gentleman from ‘Tennessee, {Mr. Cancrners ] and he would 
give his reasons. He had no wish, mere than other 
gentlemen, to embarrassthe bxecutive; but to correct abuses 
In the administration of the contiogent expenses of Govern- 
ment. Suppose every conting appropriation should | 

stricken out of the bil, would the Government uily sut- 
fer any embarrassment?) Hlow fad they n for years pas 

The general appropriasion ball which contained these contin- 
gent funds seldom passed Ul! Jone or July: wasthe whole ac 
tion ofthe Executive Goverament suspended on that account? 
Notat all. There was great public waste; und i was high 


time it was looked into. It wastrue that specific estimates could 


not be furnished for al! the muiscel! 


aneous articles embraced 


within acontingent fund; but many ofthem couid. Why not? 
Why could not such items as stationery, printing, iuei, and 
many others of a like kind, as well be reduced te specific es- 
timates as any other portions of the public expenditure? The 
work was at times enuvrmous. In 1857 $10,000 had been ex- 
pended in office furniture for a single Department. These 
contingencies bad beenastandingsubject of debate ever since 


he had been in Congress: in fact, many of the speeches on them 
might be stereotyped’and would answer just us well at one 
time as another. This was m truth the chief cause why the 
general appropriation bill was usually so long 
these contingencies out and thereneed beno delay. Up to the 
year 1827 there had been appropriated but one general contin- 
gent fund tor the War Deparment; but how wasitnow? Sere 
were fourte:n separate contingent | inds in that one Depart- 
mentalone. Must this not atiord occasion to creat waste? If 
there were but onejfund and one officer, he could getarucles 
much cheaper by purchasing largely, and there would be fewe1 
probabilities of abuse. The gentieman from Virginia [Mr. 
GitmEr| had already adverted to the enormous growth of these 
conungent expenses: they have swelled up from $60,000 to 
$470,000 Mr. McK. here went into a quotation of several 
tems of contingent expenses, particularly for the Judicial 
Department io this District and in the Territories. In the Dis- 
trict of Columbia the contingent fund of the Judiciary was 
$50,000, while there were but 43,000 people in the District— 
more than adollara man! In the whole State of North Ca. 
rolina, these expenses were but $1.500. [A voice. You mean 
$15.000.} No; I mean as J say, $1,500. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired whether this was in order? 

Mr. McKAY said he should not go further. He was for 
striking out all contingence les, Not with a view to injure or to 
aid the Madisonian, or any other paper, or any body else, but 
to bring the contingent expenses of Ggvernment under law; 
and this never would be done till a vigorousste} was taken, 
and the appropriation was withheld till the whole matter was 
reformed. 

The question now being called for— 

Mr. WISE said he was against the amendment of Mr 
EvErRETT, because he feared, if it should prevail, the com- 
mittee might then refuse the motion to strike out the whole 
clause. : 





layed. Strike 














The question was taken by tellers, when the vote stood— 
Ayes 65, noes 66. 











So the committee adopted Mr. Evgrett’s amendment, to re- } 


— 





luce the sum for conungencies in the Departmentof State 
from $25,000 to $12,500 


Mr. CUSHING inquired whether it would be order to go 
back and strike out similar items in that part of the bill’which 
had been gone through with? 

The CHAIR replied that it would not be inorder now, but 


might be done afterthe whole bill had been gone through. 


The question then recurring on the amendment of Mr. 
Carvutuers, to strike out the whole contingent fund for 
the Department of State, it was decided in the aflirmative, 
(the vote having becn taken by tellers as beiure)—Ayes *7, 
noes 54 

So the whole clause appropriating for the contingent fund of 
the State Department was stricken out. 

The next clause of the bill having been read by the Clerk— 

A motion was made that the committee rise 

Which motion prevailing, the committee rose and reported 
progress, and (he House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, March 11, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT laid betore the Senate a 
communication from the Navy Department, in 
answer to a resolution of the 4th instant, stating 
that a suitable agent has been selected to procure 
American water rotied hemp for the use of the na- 
vy, and suggesting to Congress the propriety of 
additional legislation, for the purpcse of accom- 
plishing the object designated by the joint resolu- 
tion adopted in September last with reference to 
the subject: ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition and pa- 
pers of M. M. Quackenboss, and others, late sure- 
ties of Samuel Swartwout, as collector of the port 
of New York, praying Congress to pass a law au- 
thorizing ihem to commute with the Governmeni 
their liabilities as sureties: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he took pleasure in pre- 
senting to thejSenate two memoria!s from thecity and 
country of Philade!phia, praying Congress to passa 
law to refund to Mejor General Andrew Jack:on 
the fine of $1000 and costs, imposed on him by 
Judge Hall, in 1815, inthe court ef Louisiana, in 
conrequente of the responsibility incurred in the 
dischaige of bis cfficiai duty. And Mr. Sturge: N 
also presented two memorials, of like character, 
from the ciiy and county of Philadeiphia, Pennsy]- 
vania; all which were referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. ‘ 

Mr. BUCHANAN alo presented the memorial 
of anumber of manufacturers residing in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvenia, in which they complain of the grie- 
vous effects of the Compromise act upon their busi. 
ness, and ask for addiiionalprotection. The peti- 
tion was signed by manufecturers, who produce 
annually manufactured goods to the value of 
$7,000,000. So says the memorial. 

Also, three memorials in favor of additional 
protection to the iron interest, and praying that a 
duty on that article equalto thac of 1839, may be 
levied. 

Also, two memoria's of similar character, for 
protection to the manufacturing interests of the 
country; all which memorials were reterred to the 
Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. STUKGEON presented the proceedings of a 
public meeting beld in Wash ngton county, Penn- 
sylvania, accompanied by a memorial, asking that, 
in the adjustment of the tar.ff, protection may be 
afforded to demestic manufactures: referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures, 

Mr. ALLEN presenied a memorial from the ex- 
ecutors of the late Thomas Worthington, asking 
that certain moneys paid by bim during his !ifetime 
on judgment to the United Siates, as security, may 
be refunded to his estate: referred to the Commitiee 
on Claims. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from the 
corporate authorities of Alexandria, praying that the 
marine hospital contemplated to be erected in the 
District, may be erected in that place: referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial from cer- 
tain inhabitants of Michigan, complaining of the 
inconveniences and difficulties to them in conse- 
quence of the rules of practice adopted by the 
United States vircuit courts, and praying that Con- 
gress will pass a law adopting in those courts the 
rules of proceeding and practice in the State courts: 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. YOUNG submitied a resolution (which lies 
Over) instructing the Secretary of War \o commu- 


nicale to the Senate the report of John Flanagan, 
the superiniendent of the lead mines in Upper Mis- 
sissippi, since his appointment to that office. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back to the Senate, without 
amendment, the bill to authorize a report of ‘he 
proceedings of the Supreme Court of the Uniied 
States. 

The adverse report of the Committee cn Revolu- 
tionary Claims in the case of the heirs of Thomas 
West, was taken up, and concurred in by the Se- 
nate. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorial from 
ship owners of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, ex- 
pressing their deep interest in the pilot law ot 1837, 
now in force in New York harbor, and praying 
that it may remain unaltered; and he moved that 
the memorial be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that the subject had 
lately been brought before the Senate in the form of 
a report. 

Mr. WOODBURY inquired if the report was 
favorable to the Jaw. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON replied that it was, nomi- 
nally, for its repeal. 

Mr. WOODBURY then desired that the memo- 
rial lie upon the table until the report should be 
taken up for consideration. 

The following bills were considered in commit- 
mittee, reported to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed fcr a third reading, viz: 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Jacques 
Bon and Alexander Coleman, and their heirs and 
legal representatives; 

The bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, and 
ihe heirs and legal representatives of Bartholomew 
Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter Bloom; and 

The bill confirming the claim of the heirs of Jo- 
seph Thompson, senior, deceased, toa tract of Jand 
in Missouri. 

On motion of Mr. KING, leave was granied 


Snooks and Purdy to withdraw their papers from 
the files. 


RETRENCHMENT AND REFORM. 

The Senate then took up the resolutions of Mr. 
Cxay, to increase the tariff above the maximum 
of the Compromise act; to repeal that provision of 
the Distribution act, which requires its operatioa 
to be suspended if a duty of more than 20 per cent. 
be demanded to support the Government; to re- 
trench and to economize the expenses of Govern- 
ment. 

To which Mr. Wricut had propored amend- 
ments—in favor of practical economy, by abolish- 
ing useless offices; by lopping off all unnecessary 
expenses in Congress and all the Departments of 
the Government; and by repealing the Distribution 
act, so as to render any increase of the tariff above 
the Compromise act, or any new burdens on the 
people, unnecessary. 

Mr. SIMMONS addressed the Senate for about 
two hours, in favor of the resolutions, and in op- 
position of Mr. Wriant’s amendments. He dwelt 
but slightly on those propositions to which there 
Was unanimous assent; but took in detail the points 
ot argument brought up in reference to those 
which were considered as trenching upon disputed 
ground. 

The following is a mere outline of the proposi- 
lions in substance, maintained by Mr. Simmons: 

That, with regard to the resolutions under con- 
sideration, passing over those declaratory of general 
principles, two definite and practical objecis were 
apparent: 

First, to obtain a competent revenue for Go- 
vernment, and for that purpose to settle the best 
means of raising and collecting that amount of re- 
venue. 

Second, in order to reach the data necessary to 
fix the amount of revenue needed, retrenchment 
and reductions of expenditures must be made, so as 
to ascertain the amount of means requisite for the 
proper exercise of the powers of Government. 

The amendments proposed by the Senator from 
New York, (Mr. Wnicnt,] he considered two fold 
in their object: 

First, to express a decided condemnation of the 
measures and policy of the extra session; and, 
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Second, w preven: any thing being done in fur- 
therance of those measures and that policy during 
the present session. 

The ground taken by the mover of these amenc- 
ments seemed to him (Mr. 8.) mainiy te be, that 
the restorstion of the land fund to the Treasury 
would not oi:y obviate all necessity for an in- 
creased tariff, but ought, after due economy and 
retrenchment, to produce a surplus, and that the 
distribution of that fund was improper, impolitic, 
and unconstitutional. 

He considered the propriety and policy of that 
measure had been fully established by the Sena- 
tor from Indiana, [Mr. Smira,] in bis remarks the 
other day. The constitutionality he (Mr. Sim- 
mons) argued at large from the titles of acquisition, 
under which the General Government held the 
public domain, From the nature and intent of 
those titles he deduced the right of national levis- 
lation to dispose of the lands, and, consequenily, 
of their proceeds, in the way most desirable to 
those from whom they were acquired. 

With regard to the dependence to be placed by 
Government on the sale of lands for revenue, be 
argued, thatin the nature of things it would be an 
uncertain and fiuctuatisg source, failing when 
most needed, and abundant when not wanted. In 
proof of this, he asserted that in times of excited 
prosperity, when commerce would be fill- 
ang tie Treasury with revenue from dutie-, 
the public land sales would be at their maximum 
in corsequence of the abundance of means to pur- 
chase; and when commerce would be depressed by 
a reverse, and distress became genera), the reve- 
nue from duties would dwindle down to an insuf- 
ficiency for the supply of the Treasury, and, as a 
necessary consequence of the prevailing distress 
and scarcity of money, the receipts from public 
lands would become merely nominal, yielding no 
relief wha‘ever to the Treasury. Hence he argued 
that that fund ought never to be relied on for reve- 
mue, and that duiies on imports were the only 
source to which the public Treasury shovld hok 
for a sufficient surplus in prosperous times to ba- 
lance deficits in times of distress, and in the pro- 
gress of ordinary business, to obtain a revenue cor- 
responding wiih the wants of Government. 

He observed that the Senator from New York 
(Mr. Wricut] had complained very much of the 
statement made by the Senator {rom Kentucky, 
{Mr. Cuay,] that the aggregate expenditures of ihe 
Van Buren administration exceeded One hundred 
and forty muilions of dollars, averaging fir the 
four years thirty-five millions a year. ‘Phe Sena- 
tor from New York made his ca!culation at one 
hundred and eleven miilions, giving an average ot 
twebty-eight millions. 

He admitted that the Senator’s defence of the 
Jate Adainistration was able and ingenious, parti- 
culaily with rezard to the average exyenditure of 
twenty eight millions a year. But it remained to 
be seen whether jacts justified the Senators argu- 
menis or not. The Senator maintained that the 
highest expenditures were those caused by the sur- 
plus revenue. Now he, (Mr. Simmons,) main- 
tained that it was after the disposal of the surplus 
revenue; and that the very first act of the late 
Admin)siration en coming .n!0 power, was to pro- 
vide means— 

Mr. WRIGHT interposed to correct the Sena- 
tor as to what he had said. ~~‘ was that the aciion 
of Congress during the last tour years of the pre- 
ceding Admivistration bad been induced by the 
surplus revenue; and if he had labored to prove 
any thing at all, it was, that during Mr. Van 
Buren’s Adminisiration a reduction from the ex- 
travagant expenditures induced by the surplus 
revenue, was continually going on, and had been 
practically efficieut, still they came down from 
thirty one millions to- twenty-two and a half mil- 
lions. 

Mr. SIMMONS, in continuation, admitted that 
the first four years of General Jackson’s go- 
vernment were administered with exemplary 
economy, and that it was during the Jast four 
years his Administration was obnoxious to the 
charge of excessive expenditures. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from his sea', askedwas not the 
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the last four years of General Jackson’s adminis- 
tration the nuc'eus of the whole charge of extra- 
gance? 

Mr. SIMMONS, after dwelling at considerable 
length cn the expenditures of the last Adini- 
nisuation, during which he was occasionally in- 
terrap'ed for explanation and correction by Messrs. 
WRIGHT and WOODBURY, proceeded to 
review the main resoloivon, that the tariff should be 
raised tosppply a revenve of twenty-six millions. 
He argued ibat to do this, would be so far from an 
infracuon of the compromise act, that it was now, 
at the expiration of theten years, actuatly called 
fer by the sp rit and intention of the act, and that it 
was due to the tariff party, the concessions beivg 
mutual between it and the free-trade party, that a 
just paraliel should be drawn between the 
circumsiarces in existence at ihe time of 
the compromise and the circumstances pow 
relatively considered. For instance, when the 
Compromise act passed, the expenditures cf the 
Government were but fifteen millions; and judging 
by that ratio, with all allowances for increase of 
population, it was agreed by both parties that 
twenty per cent. at the end of the ten years, on 
the imports of that day, augmented by the esti- 
mated increase in the ratio it had been advancing, 
would yield ample means for the administration of 
the Government. But suca bad not been the case; 
and it was now found that a just parallel would 
require thirty per cent. duty, instead of twenty, 
and that wou!d be in full accordance with the spirit 
and intent cf the Compromise act. He further 
argued that the full establishment of the home 
valuation policy, at the end of the ten years, was 
a principal fea'ure of the terms of concession 
made by the tariff party. 

Among other remarks Mr. Simmons stated that 
the Senate called upon the Treasvry Department 
last wister fer a plan as to the home vaination, 
but obtained in reply only one tor fore'gn valua- 
tion. He further said that Mr. Woopsory, some 
years ago, stated the revenue from customs at 
about eleven millions, when the Register lately re- 
ported them at thirteen; and in several estimates, 
made concerning future expense, and particu 
larly receipts, he [Mr. Woopsory] had not gueszed 
sonar as to make his estimates valuabie—the 
real receipts having afterwards come in much 
larger. 

Mr. S. argved at some length in favor of a pro- 
teclive tarid and of home valuation, contend .z 
that both principles were conceded by the tires trade 

‘ he compromise act, He re- 
plied tos rations by Mr. CaLnounw ata 
previous cay, that the principles of fome valuation 
Were at War with the Constitution, and charged 
that Senator with having voted in favor of an 
amendment iatroduced by Mr. Cray to the Com- 
promise act, ip faver of home valuation. 

Mr. CALHOUN sad, he had always been so 
earnest!y Opposed to the system of home valuation, 
that he was under the impression he had not voted 
for that provision in the bill. He found, however, 
upon referring io the register, that he had voted 
for it, and the considerasion which had induced 
him todo so he also found there. He had been, 
and still was, of the belief that the provision re 
quiring that the viola ion should take place at each 
port where the articles was shipped, could not be 
carried into prectics, because it wou'd be mani- 
lestly unequal. He read the decjaraton which 
he had made waen he gave the vote. 

“Phe question being then about to be taken on 
Mr. Cray’s ainerdment, 

“Mr. Catnoun remarked that the question 
being now ahout to be put on the amendment of- 
fered by the Senator from Kentucky, it became 
necessary for him to determine whether he should 
vote for or against it. He must be permitted 
again to express his regret that the Senator had 
thought proper to move it. His objection still 
remained strong against it, but as it seemed to be 
admitted, on all hands, that the fate of the bill 
depended on the fate of the amendment, feeling 
as he did a solicitude to see the question terminated, 
he had made up his mind, not however without 
much hesitation, not to interpose his vote against 
the adoption of the amendment; but in voting for 


party in yielcing to 
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it, he wished to be disiinetiy understood; he did it 
upontwo coudilions; first, that no valavion would 
be adopted that should come ia confivct with the 
provisiinin the Constite ion whica declares that 
Cuties, exe’ses, and impos's shall be uniform, aod in 
the next place, ‘hat nose would te adopied which 
would make the duties thems-ives a part of the ele- 
meni of a home valuation. Be felt b nsel! justified 
in concluding that none such would be edopted, as it 
hac been declare ers of the amend- 
meutibat no such reguiaiioa was contemplated; 
and, in fact, be cowld act imagine thai any such 
cou!| be contempiated, wauatever interpretation 
might be aitempied serea'tyr to be given to the ¢x- 
pression of the home market. The frst could 
scarcely be ceniemplated, as it would be in vicla- 
lion of the Constitulien itself; nor the latier, as it 
wouid, by necessary concequeace, restore the very 
duties which it was the object of this bill to reduce, 
and weuld invo!ve the glaring absurdity of impcs- 
ing duties on duties, taxes op taxes. He wished 
the renorers ior the public oress to notice particu- 
larly what he said, as he inteaded his declaration 
to be part of the proceedings ” 

“Believing, then, for the reasocs which he had 
stated, that it was not contemplated that any regu- 
lation of the home valuation spould come in con- 
flict with the provisions of the Constitution which 
he had cited, nor involve the absurdity of laying 
laxes upon taxes, be had made up his mind to vote 
in favor of the a:cendmen'.” 

The point ‘cr whieh be contended was, that you 
cannoi striee au average, or make an artificial 
valuation; and that, consequently, the provisions 
of the biil were alilogeiher impraciicable, and there- 
fore inoperative. He wonld not euter into a con- 
sideration of the proposition fi: heaping duties 
upon duties. He trusted senther the bonorable 
Senator for Kentucky, nor any other, would ven- 
ture to advorate sv preposie:ous a doctrine. 

Mr. CLAY remarked that the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. Catnoon] had voted for that 
provision in the Compromise act, which establish- 
ed the system of home valuation. He did so with 
a proves’, itis true, but yethe voted forit, and it 
appeared that when he voted for it, it was with the 
expectation that it would not be carried into ef- 
fec!. 

Mr. CALHOUN. That it could not. 

Mr.CLAY. And therfore weald not. It was 
true thatthe Senator irom S.uth Carolina had 
said thai he was opposed to the home valuation, 
and thet he persisted in that oppesi'ion; and it was 
also true that he< Mr. Cuay) had come into the Se- 
nate on the morning on whichthe vote was taken 
upon the passage of the bill, in doubt whether they 
were to have the vote of the honverab!e Senator in 
favor of ihe bili ci not. The Senator from Virgi- 
nie, [Vir. Bives] he recollected, bed said that 
whatever wouid sausiy his friend frem Sc uth Ca- 
rolipa upen the subject of home valuation would 
satisfy hum also. Sut that whica he (Mr. Cray) 
rose how jor the purpose of stating, was—and he 
wished to do it in the most solemn and impressive 
manner—tbat alihough he did not aitach so much 
importance to that provision as some of his hono- 
rable frients seemed to do, yet he firmly believed 
that the bill never could have been passed without 
the insertion of the clause in question. 

He did not inter d io discuss this subject at pre- 
sent; but he would merely sav that tt appeared to 
him it must be perfectly manifest that the home 
valuation was altogether indispensable. How 
could they expect, while the valuation tuck place 
at Liverpool, at Manchester, and at every town in 
Europe, where our trade was carried on, that they 
would receive any other than false and fraudulent 
reports?: It shou'd be done by our own officers, 
and under the supervision of our own laws. It 
would be time enough to discuss the practicability 
cf vome valuation when that subject came up in 
the report of the Senator from Virginia. At pre- 


b by the sup:or 
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sent he should forbear entering into its considera- 
tion. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he would admit that the 
provision of home valuation had been made a part 
of the Compromise-act, and that he bad voted for 
i!; bet as regarded that vote, he would merely say 
that he had acted entireiy in good faith throughout 
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see by i!, now in | ha i a ny 
confined to the foreign vy a5 a 
Rhode Island had asserted, 1 ro ! two. 
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consider all te ap raisers near, anda id- 
dition to be made from ti to time « Various 
articles, and another was, a‘ter careful ingn 
fix a rat per cent. fo De added Lor ine nome alu 
auon. 

Thus much for that comnplaist. Tae repor. was 


Salisfactory al the time, an ) 
had been prepared by the Comp:rc!} 1 
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acted as Commi-sioner of the Castomn ce 1792; 
and the inc Was SO Capa an oflicer jast 
February, that the preseat Administration hai re- 
tained him in oflice. 

The next charge wa: that, in an exhidit of the 


receipts from cu 1837. they are stated t 
be eleven n illions anda iraction, 


ia 


vins In 


schedule from the Regisier, they appear to bave 
been thirteen millions and 


a fraction. 





me infortn that geutleman both of these siatemer 
came from the Register. He keen e ks on 
this subject, and he Sec ; r 

the data; and if asy real n ike has oeevere { 
is presumed to have originated with him. The in- 


cumbent at both peri ; anol 
tained by the vre nt Administration. 
Bat it is pro ne, tha j a ! 


ever, as the first nh a 
nished by him without including the rec 


duties in Treasury notes, because rai ut 
they were carried on the bock or ci y Ware 
rants for them had been j red, a the Jast 
statement afterwards. Thuis 1 imele> ¢ 1° 
difference, as it apyears on vt ext pag 1 
the first report, thai the amount cf ‘Tieasurys 
so received in 1838, and un. y 
between two aid three million Li mi ne dif- 
ference at the en? of two or three veay 
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made by Congress to th ated 
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nue bayond any former limi s. 
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His mt ean motrent aroument., 
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made agains! simila umaies now off 
against mere suzggesiioas for yetreuehment based 
on particular items exiracts 





por ans exp { thi OW AG! Ji 
whata crime it was in mie iormerly t and 
to estimate to Gonvress, tt ‘ 
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ingly swelies them higher! Which wa 
Befcre the la 1 the Senator and h 
friends said the exnenses were Hen too heh 
which would maicre me right Wow, their .? 
r | >} $ . 
may be changed, ducause now, bighexnensosare nes 
cessary io ensure ahics and proice oriff. Nex: 
asto the receipis. tas that egenileiman yetio jearn 
that in respect to future receiots, they could rot be 
controlled nor fixed by the Denartment. nor by 
C sngres ©, bor b y any power: hort o Ombipetence 


in such years as 1835 and 1836? 


rable Senaicr present estimate the reeeipts bef 
band, then, any higher i 





CONGR 





1 che, mand, expect ¢ me from 
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y rine estiinaies I et me of my predecessors 
ditiered much more from what happened asto cuties 


ti al my Ow 


‘ nt va: j 
an av.e Ofmcer, mi 


alculated over 
seven millions in one year, and Mr. Datla: eq ial- 


A commitiee of the 


House of Representatives as long ago as 1822, 
tound the estimat oOunceriatn in the if bature as 


toreceipts, thal they instituted a special inquiry 


and it appeirs that they differed from the aciual 
resulis, in some cases, quite seventy-three per cent. 


Here is the report itself. 

But as another evidence how much more uncer- 
tain are the lands, the party (o which the Senator 
i n in 1837, insis'ed that another sur- 
pius of ten, fifteen, or twenty millions was to be 
derived from them in that year, and added snother 


Ss aitached, e1 





ibution clause for it to the fortification bill. 
f ae De ye trit rfc t 
How did their estimates agree with the facts? Why, 
v3 ' hof(Mr Wit : ee 
f. irned out as he (Mr. W ) (hen Insisied, that 
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Doren me ecome a rt, OF member of 
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ua ua ( $ 
¥ ¢ ao oa eicige « 1 . . th 
L¢t tne coun Ty Geeiceé; And ie is @xamine tse 
great and momentous question of retrenchment— 
not W neers Of misrepresen'a'ion, ner une 
a1 
aer personal c 1, O pai 7 ha NCCS—— ul 
. i ' 
On facts, argu » ORs PO) rincinies, 
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Gone 
Nor i (Mr. W ) ve, however his 
faith had bee akeu Dy the Ss 4 Se if 
this d . yw greal bod i 2aonfacturers 
orevenh vir. S.) , | , , vea 
Air aval ’ £) a é Ar perce 
mane e trom lands, merely lav a fou 
1; ( er iax tha viewt tain highes 
prot rt OW . bet 
‘ 4 r ¥ l 
fr. RIN vert reco'lected hav 
‘ : ' 1 ae 
a t ye yy the d mina- 
( { Oo a) «a irom s l 1 & Yibtbealy 
asto t of du t ( anded by the 
south, Andtiati he consice per cent. to 
} Yy \ 5 iw ’ ai +] at 
he suffisient, he, Mr. R. woul ily satis- 
4 } : ot * 
. He recellec'ed, also, cons g with thai 


carry inz 


and com- 








paring it ion wh 
must undoubtedly be attended wita fraud; they 
would, asa !ter of course, have one valuauon at 
Livarpool, another at Havre, and so on. 

Mr. CLAY. Will the Senatcr allow me to add 
that another consequence of foreign valuation wil 
be, that : retim we shaii have two inv dices On 


from the same coun'ry? 





Mr. R ; i that that circumstance had not 
~ ’ A are lene ¢ ‘ } f 
escaped his 1 ce .ccording to the old mode of 
valuation there was the same diffiicu tly, an { it 


certainly appeared to him tbat there was no sort 


c titutionality In assessing the duties upon 
home va'uation. He did not believe that there 
was going to be any serious impediment to this 


mode ot assessing 





ot ueconst 


tnem, and he was prepared to 
make all necessary concessions when they came 
to execute the provisions of the act. 

On motion to that efiect, the matter was then 
passed over informally, for the purpose of en- 
tertaining a When the Senate ai- 


ee ee Tae aay cre ee 
journed, it should be to Monday next; which was 
avzreed lo. 
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Mr. J. R. INGER-OLL a 1 th ' ent of the 
Ho i vt i iT oy an act of 
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i >the m pu ised 1} ) t cou , V 1 that 
> ic, A ‘ ‘ tt tt 12 t Ss 3 ’ i were il we Z. 
ed make rules and regulations for co ming the designa- 
10 and empanelling Insul i ryth illa usages 
The judge he Uut 3 I i I ig 
determined that they could not, by any werny wi 1 they 
possessed, Carry this law in ct, wa ion the 
March, 1841, declaring thatthe act of | ! ) rly 
the courts of the United States he it i s of Penusy 
Vania. But this provision was limited so »¢ vein force 
one year, ar 10 longer It had now exp {,and Judge Bald 
win, still b ving that he couid not carry Into efles ie law as 
it stands, all proceedings of ictal sracter Which required 
{ o-operation of a jul United States couria in Per 
sylvania were susnpen«e ould iow be set in 1 
without legislative 1. therefore ito proc 
from the Co ittee O ry th fa bil- 
kK 4 which he had held in b rar y Sur 
pry e del soft 1 where y were nd 
i sared i S of Pennsylvania 
il cord y < red the f Wi re i—no j n 
having t I 6 
Resu/vred. Vhatthe Committee Judiciary be instr 
ju " pre cy re} i i LO ProvVig 
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Ilr. GIDDING I a mat ) he Re 
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Mr. STani sal! tt i Ww it i had a 
verted ’ ect, he a t i ia * r 
t » yeal wh Mr. Van bur W t x Mhis firs 
Audi yr wa t iV ai re f ’ i ra‘eu Fe por 
{the investigating comm l he £ case From 
ureportit appeared that he had b very grace 
jai ne“iigence and Mr é if i t 
from year to vear,to nt out the co nee . an i 
lividual in office as an insult and out ' : 
und as cas 1@ greatest disrespe ‘ n tha 
epor It wa th urM tog y ucrir i0) 
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ed the present Administration for : ne act which he ha 
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sures of membere of the investigating commitiee on both sides 
Aza very good exposition of the luse 
with whem the gentlema 4 ice 
acted, ha | l leave to a¢ t ta racts 
from a 8; elivere y age from Indiana, [M 
Prorrit 

(The extracts were accordingly read, and excited no little 
merrimt being received wit peals ol laughte 

It reading ing completed, Mr STANLY modific 
amendment he ha fered so as to strike ou 1@ WOT i 
Auditor of the Vreasury,’”’ and also x ito insert Slo. Woo 
Cleaving the appr tiation for the cleit that office, but omitl- 
ting the ealary of the Audi ‘ ) 

Mr. PROFFIT said tha eexpected € r t V 





the honor of hearing his l AOL, 

pecially by anextra Whig. It wast his intention to say a 
word wht conld 3 i 
from Virginia, [Mc Hoextns | 
He would tell the genul anil 


aspeech of 
is} 

















Ley} that he would notdrag hit i political debate Lhe 
speech, a p of which had been read, had been made on a re 

portof the investigating commitiee at a ume wheoh rod 
on this floor o.e Whig azainet five or six ultra Locolocos from 
his own State. He had made the speech in all r anel he 
could tell gentieme: iat he go mie credit tor I ad 
been thumbed over by every A BC politician on their si 


and had elected half of these men now here to office, [1 
laughter.) Yet he had beea denou t 
had putinto power; au lhe had veen oneol!l tne first men Catied 
apon to bow down to idols they had 
would not do it, he had been whistled down the wind, yet he 
stood there still, ay, and would conunue to do so, notwithstand- 
ing all they mightsay or do. They could not get him into a 
yarty debate: he had too much to do with the gentleman from 
Sates husetts, (Mr. CusainoG,] and the g eman from Virg!- 
nia, (Mr. Wise,) [here the laughter broke outafresh,] in en- 
deavoring todo something to relieve the Country an 1 to restore 
he state of the currency) He went for the country: he was 
determine:! in the words of Washington, to haveno party but 
his country. If the gentieman chose to keep up an angry 
party denunciation, in which he admitted that he had hiimsel! too 
much indulged in times pest, he could do so; but for Mr. P. as 
he grew older he grew wiser 1e Whigs had told the peoy 
tiey woul jendeavor to allay these par:y dissensions, and pour 
oi] upon the troabled waters; they were pledged to this, and he 
was resolved to perform it. Tendering tothe gentleman from 
North Carolina his thanks for the very flattering notice he had 
taken of his speech he would say wo hin and to the House that 
that was his explanation 

Mc. CHARLES BROWN said that he thought those gentle- 
men who had been elected to Congress by the gentleman from 
Indiana {Mr. Prorrit) were under some obligations to this Fir 
Auditor, (who came from Mr, B’s State,) since it seemed it was 
his case which had, in fact, put them imto office {I | 








tuo, and because he 
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Jaughter] Mr. B was inclined tothink It was true that the 


gen leman’sspeech did elect som> of them, and he had as little 





doubt that the speecnr of another ge itieman from his own 
State (understoo! to refer to Mr.Ogle) had elected full the other 
half of them The amendment now olfered was moved with a 
view to get clear of an Executive officer of the Government by 
withholding his salary, and he should not be greatly surprised 
if, before long, a similar proposiuon should be made to get clear 
of the President of the Untied S ates by withholding his. He 
wondered if it would not be a very good way to get rid of Mr. 





Tyler? Why not in his case, as inthe case of Jesse Miller? = It 
was a new way of doing the thing, and a very ingenious device 
itwas. Mr. B’s objectin rising at thie time was 
gentieman whose reputation had been unjustly 





t 
| i 
report referred to. He believed that a purer, an abler, more 
jadustrious, or more uprizhtofficer, was not to be found in the 
public service What were the facts on which the arges in 


the report were founded? When h> came into office, he 
found that certain books were sometwo or three years behind- 
hand, because there werer hem up: 
ws told by the 
old and experienced clerks, whom he found in office, that it was 
not necessary that these should be brought uj; Hle therefore 
directed his efforts to get other books brought up. While 
urging on this work, the first thing he knew about the books in 
arrear was that the defalcation of Mr. Swartwout, the collector 
at New York, had succeeded entirely because these very books 


had not been kept as they ought to have been. He then set 
lishins 





tks sufficient to keey 


he was obliged to let some remain 80; and 

















about establishing a new system of entries to prevent the re 
eurrer of such acase tn future Ilis whole guilt’ consiste 
in not being aware, from Imexpertence, of the importance of 
having these “bond-buok writt up, aud fatiing into the 


practice which he found prevailing whe 
There hal never been any i \ 
His whole privace life had been stinguished by industry a 
integrity He hoped he would not be assatled in the way now 
proposed. He was very confident the President would remoy 

public servant who was convicted of malpractice in offi 
though he never could be induced to do this by a mere parti 
san cry 

Mr. WISE said that the amendment was In facta pr 
abolish the se of First Auditor. Now, whatever 
Mr. W’so0 n of the tadividu officer, he could mn 
deprive the ernment of the office As tothe remarks of the 
sentieman from Pennsylvania, |Mr. Brown 
himself with saying, that report, in which the whole case 
was detailed, was within the reach of every gentleman. Mr. W 
admitted that all that was said of Mr Miller asa man, might be 
very true; he was inclined to believe he deserved what had been 
eatd of him; but in his office, Mr. W. had been compelled, by 
the force of etidence 














ght conten 


ihe mi 
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, to report him as having been guilty of an 
express Violation of law anda criminal neglect of hisduty. The 
collector at New York had been suffered to hold his office for 
three years, without any bond for the faithful discharge of his 
duty; besides which, a book which ought to have shown on 
every day of every week, the balance due from him to the Go- 
vernment, had | left without the scrape of a pen from Octo 
ber, 1835, to 1839! by m-ans of which neglect, the defalcation 
had happened, and might have been augmented to any amount 
Mr. W. putit to Mr. Brown whether he had ever read the report 
of the Investigating Committee 

Mr. BROWN aaid the defalcation, he uaderstood, had hap- 
pened owing to Mr. Miller’s not knowing the importance ofkeey 
ing the “bond-book’’ duly posted uy 

Mr. WISE said it was plain the gentleman knew nothing about 
the matter of which he had been speaking: the bond-book was 
the east important part of the neglect. Rut this was not the 
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A r ofthe Treasury should t jthe com 

mittee would not be tht reflections 
e Inve ing ( unmittee 


eman from Virginia wa 
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ea i tid t abolish 41 flice of First 
A ) 2 | y thie mobent He wondered that 
6% ‘ i it ge na wi he e spoke in tones 01 thun 
I il Executive ¢ iiion, had of late grown so weak 
1 v V W y t Hall B 
v ha é man bee é } id how 
v { i if retaine vi to be driven 
fr vi 1 i his sa tiemab a 
] ‘ ent mone 
Mr = wot | ail eet Kept y fit 
i very indivi ! 
at Inv i ( n f illve 
Ar Ww t un | tru 
t Vv V 4 ‘ iw a duty 
W e we e| { ) r foice 
I u I \ t t mulhg 
su it li this ma ! Presi 
( i fou i d in alt noe 
Mr C. wo * vote a Cent lo pay 
Mr. WISE wanted to know by what authority that gentle- 
r rose a under k eatechise him?—and how he was 
ustified in saying that Mr. W. had lowered his tone on the sub- 
Wf Exe y pation or corruption, especially when he 
had just reiterated the gr Is taken in the report?) What was 
there to justify the arrogant mannerin which the gent'eman 
had mad is charge Mr. W’a voice mignt have been 
weakened, lor usforce had been spent in a war ainst corrup- 





tion. He might not be able to send such a blast from his lungs 
asthe gentleman from New York, but he believed that few 
in that House, beside that gentleman, surpassed him in strength 
{ voice But had he t insisted on the charges in the re 
port? Could he have said more? Vetone thing more he would 
President of the United States he should have 
removed that officer long ago; yes, long ago, And he had 
no hesitatt to declare, (that which was his own secret,) 
that he had intimated such an opinion more than once e/s 

where 


But, leaving the ind } 


ul, he wished to look at the principle 
he House of Repre 
rce removals trom effice. by withholding 
he salaries of Obnoxious individuals. Mr. W. wished to se 
q ) Even in the worst days of correption, 
ecutive usurpation he incurred risks that 
every gentieman, perhaps, would not be willing to bear—not 
t personal danger—even in those dark days, 





e Atnenomer 





entalives 





hould undertake to 











sucha fea as that of forcing Gen. Jackson or Mr. Van Buren 
to remove corrupt officers, by refusing their salaries, nevei 
once entered the mind of any man. It was virtuatly tochanze 
{ Con ution ihe Coneurtu invested the President with 





power of nomiuation; and, under the construction of Mr, 
Madison, and ever since, 1t was held to give him the power of 
removal als Ifad the House of Representatives any thing to 
lo with this appointing and removing power? The gen leman 
from New York shook his head; and yet the gentleman’s doc- 
trine went that length. Was the House prepared to sanction 
it? Wer ticians of all parties prepared for such an issue? 
I sof Goverument must be stopped, unless the 
tremove any individual who happened to be- 
he objectof party rancor? Did not gentlemen get in their 





friends fast enough, without resorting to contrivances like 
hese? In this case, it was true, there existed serious Zrounds 
f objection; but once set the precedent, and ft would be fol- 





Luise any man might be thus ejecied who 
the views of a factioninthat Hlouse. The Presi- 


nemies as wellas “peculiar friends;’’ 





ssiege him for office who, as soon as they had 
» would chuckle at their s, and run off and 
nefactor. He called the country to observe what 
ascene Was now transacting within the wails of this Capitol 
At one endoft it those nominated by the President to office had 
heir heads cutoff by the guillotine of party, and in the other 
he was to be forced to turn men out of office by having their 
lenied ! 
CHAIR admonished Mr. Wise that it was not 
to refer toacts of the Se 


Mr. W. said he had 1 








in order 


e Senate; he had named no- 
hi 1 





















y ca if f the American people to a 
case Which wasa led in American history The 
| ion proceeded not merely from the vindictiveness of 
bar b rt a yet baser passion—not only from the anger, 
i he hi rr af the brute. If the offiees of the Go- 
vernme were sured by hungry hounds, ay, with a 
inger of twelve years’ standing, thongh nine-tenths of the offi 

¢ were in the 1 het t bitt paruisans of the oppo 
ition, and ¢ igh the President had to encounter the opposi- 
ti f enemies in his ow all the ingratitude of be- 
inies Who turne ) hand of their benefactor 

yet, becans was Waiti waiting to see what was done here, 
who were the frie he country, who were the really efti- 
cient men, he was to be forced, by the withholding of supplies, 
tor ve from office Whomsvever this House might happen 


to disapprove a branch of the Government which had noth ng 


to do either with the appointing or the removing power. This 





might be fun to the boys, but it was death to the frogs; it might 
do wel] enough for the would-be appointees, but it was death 
tothe country. Mr. W. concluded by protesting against the 
measure proposed, as doing violenceto the powers ef the Pre- 
ident and Senate. He would never consent to this. When 
the force of faction went this length, it was time to put itdown, 
and the people would put it down. 


Mr. CLARK said, 1n reply, thathe was aware that a good 
deal of courtesy was dueto gentlemen who never troubled the 
House by often speaking, but he did not know that the rule ap- 
plied to one who occupied more of the House’s time than thirty 
other members put tocether. And because another replied to 
him ina few words, he was to be charged with “arrogance.”’ 
Arrogance, torsooth He was content the House should 
judge which of them was justly chargeable with being arro 
gant. Mr. C. had not catechised the gentleman from Virgi 
nia, but had said that his tones of thunder against Executive 
corruption were wonderfully lowered. 

The geutleman clatmed to be a most valiant champion for 
the people, yet, when it came to the ecratch, he “roared you 
like any sucking dove Now was not the time to go into in- 
vestigations of, the misconduct of the First Auditor, Oh,no! 

























A wesides, the ( stituti was in the way. Congress 
cou ) »>sucha ’ fhe Consutulion was not in the 
way. If it were, why had the Consutunion fixed the sala 
ies of subordiuate E; itive Officers? It fixed the salary of 
he Preside t ! ( rres3 lif one of those 
erscame he aski pay, and the use knew 
hin t t ig f his duty, they not 
y ha e powe! W t ler , to wit. hold 
< Mr. Cha e: said Congress 0 stop the 
wheels ol Gove Po adopt this rescluuon would produce 
t yar ya tothe Gor mer It did wot abolish the 
fice A new ination t made to the Senate to 
morrow racu fur th Ife disdain d the charge He 
aii he Pr t llecan iere resolved to smother his 
feel tt I never sulle 8 gs towards 
ie Pres vidual, to erea h his duty 
asa Repre ati Nor had Aca there waz 
iparty. Li ew iad awl mio a contempub 
factor Aral is redut hie wid gentieman from Vir 
inia himese trie Ww Mag 3 Ayo ! Certain 
hey h i Liaw he would continue su, 
Was ii Phe g eman, had Ae been President, 
would have removed the I A ong ago. Well, 


Mr. C. believed he won A laug What Mr .C. com 





piaine ol Was, that he reta 1th mah altei he facts of his 
\ ulthfulness t sought to s MK by the gent 
man, asit seemed. His “peculiar frends’? ought to at 





him that he was suffering tuthe opinion of the country by pur 
gt ne idea of 
renmiuoVeng @ man lor a mere, iffere in God forbid ' 
He was far from holding suct:1a sentiment; but, in admitted 


violation of JAW and gross ne 





tlect of duty, it was the 
guardians of liberty to use the power tn their hands 











tocompelaremoval. He cid trefer to this case only; inal! 
similar cases he woulddo the same. Mr. C. warmly disclaim 
i al tious fcelings, admitted that he bad differed strong!) 
in Opinton from the t resid espectaily in the matter of his ve- 


toes: but he challenged the gentleman from Virginia to puthie 
finger cn asi t tof Mr. C’ssince he had had aseat 
in Congress. He geutieman would not make such a 
charge in advance. 
Mr. JOHN G. FLOYD observed that befor he voted on thai 
he should like tobe informed in onc or two points 
bie wished to know whether the present birst Auditor held the 
same office | the investigation that had been alluded to, 
and whetver he heid it while General Harrison was President 
and Mr. Ewing was Secretary of the Treasury. On being an 
swered in the affirmative, Mr. F. said that though he agreed 
with his coll that the power of withholding supplies had 
been given t as fully of opinion that the power 
should not be ex 
I 





yuestt 
quest! 























i except in extreme cases; and from 





Wiiat been able to lear this Was not oc.e ot those Cases 
Thi is retainedin his situation while General Harri- 
son Wa entand Mr. Rwiog Secretary of the Treasury 


inder t administradion of Mr. Yan Buren, 
was at the head of the ‘Treasury Depart- 
ce under General Harrison while the 
Commissioner of the Land Office and other officers 
were removed; he was yretained while Mr. Ewing was head 
of the Department for some five or six months, and had been 
sontinued by the present Admin ion to this day. Having 
thus been endorsed by three Presidents and their Secretaries of 


} 
the Treasury, Mr. F. was satisfied that the official conduct of 





ment; he also he 














the officer ha een such as torender hisa case for the ex 
treme remedy proposed 





Mr. UNDERWOOD said that he wished to make a few ra 
marks upon the principle involved in the propose iemendment. 
Heshou'd do it without being influenced t vse sentiments 





which were attrib» on the one si ic or the other to the pecu 
liar friends or peculiar enemies of the President. He did not 
belon to either of these classes, his course would neither 
ity to the Executive. As 
3 Ol its framers, no power 
to remove any one from 





be influe 
t 








office ‘sin making removals was 
1 cor { » opinion of Mr. U. err 

neously he ttwelve years 1t 
ha t iat the sentiment hag be 






come almost nniversal 
litical clique, 

(said Mr. U 
ments [othe Consti ution, t 
thia Ifouse has never act 


man near Mr.U.) Ve 


,except the partisan po- 
ecessary. For yeare 
a series of amend 
i other evils. But 

° satd a gentle- 
ever will. Mr. Madisoi > 
true original meaning of 











the Constitution, ¢ ured a President who should remove 
an officer for political motives and considerations ought to be 
impeached for his ¢ Ine And ye!, sir, it is notorious that of 
late years removal lappointmen's have been mainly influ 
ence:! by political « ideratior his practiceis an Fxecu 
tl t achme 1 he original meaninz of the Constitu- 
tion leclared by t stand goog man, James Madisen 





sxecuuy 





officers have be 
their superiors, and especially 
vestigating Committee who 
ve First Auditor, 
Iment, also made known 
ho connived at the con- 
ike it public and lose their 
ence that a nower to control the 
meat and bread of subordinate officers is sufficient to make many 
of then servile and obsequious dependants, if not slaves. By 
the abuse of the power of removal, by the use of it for political 
purposes, the Executive has practically changed the Constitu- 
tion. It isnot now what Mr. Madison understood it to be. Now, 
I desire to present this question to the consideration of the 
House and the people. When Executive encroaghment has 
changed the Constitution, is it not time for the Representatives 
of the people to consider whether they have not the power to 
check the evil by withholding supplies and salaries? For one, 
sir, I hold that it isa duty to be discharged in favor of popular 
liberty, notto grant money which Iam convinced will be ap- 
plied to purposes destructive of the rights of the people; and 
whenever a proper Case arises, I shal] net hesitate to withhold 
the money. Suppose this abuse of removal should go so far as 
to sweep every subordinate Executive officer, with the evident 
design on the part of the President to appoint in their places 
an obsequious set tv aid in some treasonable design: or suppose 
the President ofthe United States were to place himself at the 
head of an army, with a view to revolutionize the Government, 
will any one say, in these cases, that we ought to vote money to 


come the mere toc 
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have published the inca 
which t re pro 
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in his report that tt inbent. the First Auditor. had violated 
he law and neglec his cuty: anc is he. Mr. A. gaid befor 
the country and this Hou was tanta mttoae 

ruption a Incompetency he two things wl 
had always said were sufficient to remove an officer from office 
The gentleman also said that he had intimated—he understood 
tothe Presider at th flice } 
had said further tha President was waiting to seé 
the true patri > country wer “Hereby hangs a 
tale,’ said Mr. A I ert e a trne patriot. he sur 
posed the expia was that | t be a Tyler ma 
He must belong erfinm @q What ; shat 
this present to the country Here a President kept in office a 
man who was at wiledged to have violatedh luty, and by 
whore neglect thousan and thousands had been fileched fy 











the Treasury. And what was the ex ? «The Presideat ha 
not founc out who the true patriots were! What was the true 
Whig doctrine? That no man should he removed trom office 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instruct 
ed to it juire lwo the expediency of an Immediate appropria- 
tion by ¢ t r tae ¢ I ion of a War stcamer on tha 
most improved plan, for the defence of New Orleans, to be con. 
a icted a I t ibie pemnt ¢ he ers of the 
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fraud and pe 








iain Sialanaahiaiadaansaiaibiaatapineaaanniaas . 
= 
| it will only benefit the “‘cambier in business’ to the great injury 
' rrence with the vie i fis Constituents, and moved 
heir reference to Comn e on the Judiciary, with instru; 
i re inter a bill postponing the operation of the 
one : ; 
Mr. Arnot lif the Instructions were now in order 
fr, TURNEY movedaca { the House; which was nega 
‘ 
Mr. ¢ y the petition, with the instruc 
M - nN MASON lled for the ayes and noes on that m 
f 7 l I ithe ay ini noes 
Mr. C1 ) 4 € Mr. Brown of Tennessee 
tay Wine wof ¢ ‘ t were appointed; 49 passed 
sand noes were ordered withoy; 
uk ativ I iyesand noes were then take 
t W yess %. So the mouon to lay onthe tat 
1 ) I red he motion for the prevyj 
vhich w {—the vote being 81 in the af. 


Messrs. W. B. CAMPBELL, McCLELLAN, CARUTHERS 
ARNOLD iM. BROWN 


Mr. TURNEY ofiered thet wing resolution, which was 
adopted 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Land be instructed 
juire int 1e expediency of reporting a bill authorizing 
the Legislature of Tennessee to &¢ the lands set apart for the 
ve gj id Sta 


Kentucky: By Messrs BUTLER, SPRIGG, GREEN, TRIP. 
LETT, OWSLEY, UNDERWOOD, and THOMAS F. MAR. 
SEAL! 

leave given, Mr. SPRIGG offered the following resolu 
tion, which was adopted : 





Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Naval Affairs be, and they 
wre hereby, instructed toinqvire into the propriety of bring- 
ing in a bill to allow ofadvances being made from the Treasy- 
ry to such persons as may contract with the Navy Department 
tosupply the Department with water-rotted hemp for naval 

urpose 





Mr. ANDREWS asked leave to offer a resolution granting 
theBuse ot the Hall on Wednesday evening to the Coloniza 
tion Rociety 

Mr. SNYDER objecte 

Mr. TRIPLETT  otfered the following resolution, which 
was adopted 

Resolved, That the Committee of Foreign ‘Affairs be, and 
they are hereby , required to inquire and report to this House if 
Cornelius P. Van Ness, formerly Minister to Spain fromthe 
United States, hasor has not received a larger amount of mo 
ney than he was entitled to- receive by law,and what steps, if 








any, are necessary to recover back the money so improperly 
rid Andthat theletters of the Hon. Richard Hawes of lat 
139th March, S41, andthe reply of said C. P. Van Ness be 
referred to the sai: committee 


Georgia» By Messrs. BLACK, M. A. COOPER, and HA: 
BERSILAM 
(Mr. M. A. COOPER asked leave to introduce a bill and cer. 














tain resé 1 toall of which objection was made 
Mr. HABERSHAM, eave given, introduced the following 
resoluti which was adopted 
Re red. That the Secretary of the Treasury communicate 
tis House whether a a t tor settlement has been 
made of the contract entered i th the United States for the 
erection ofa ahueanie he city of Savannah, in Georgia 
mrior to the year 1820 W her any and what dispos-itio 
us been! } of lin satd City purchased by the 
ina ~ ' erect the said custom-house; and fur 
ther. t ilding 3 y us fora tom - house in Ban! city, 
1what rent paid therefor at illy, end what for custon 
house res; at rthie i the expediency of building a 
uston ie I res li t lcily ] 
South Caroli iv Messrs MES, CALDWELL, BUT 


LER, J. CAMPBELL, ROGERS. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, ot ve giver roducedgthe folicwing re 
Olation, Which was adoptes 





Res d, That the ¢ mittee of Elections be instructed to 
inquire Into the expediency Of providing by law for uniformity 
: ections for Represent es to Congress, by the establish 
ment of listrict stem thi har Unroted States} 


it the 
North Carolina; By Messrs. DEBERRY, WASHINGTON, 


By Messrs. HOPKINS, GILMER, STUART. 
OD, SMITH, SUMMERS, GOGGIN, HAYS, and 


Mr. H» pxins presented the petition of James L. Yost and 59 








others, citizens of th unties of Wythe and Smyth, praying 
rt i } el tf trout 
Also. a i fror 20 counties of Washington 
is ray) I 1 ola post route; which 
is motion, were referre the Commiitee on the Post 
Offic 1 Post Road 
Mr. Stvarrot Virginia, presented the proceedings of a con 
vention of ironmasters of Virginia, held in Lexington, Virginia, 
June, 1841, and tk emorial of a committee of that body 
pray an incre f duties on iron imported from foreign 
countrie 
Mr. 8. moved t the memorial be printed. 





Mr.C J. INGERSOLL a 1 the yeas and nays on that mo 
, ] I 


fion; which were ordered, and, being taken, were—Yeas 92, 
So the motion to print was agreed to. | 
Maryland: By Mr. W. ©. JOHNSON and Mr KENNEDY 

[A message In wriling was received from the President of the 
“1 States, by the hands of Joun Ty er, jr. Esq. his private 

Secretary. ] 

Pennsylvania: By Messrs. 3. R. INGERSOLL, TOLAND, 
JAMES. J. IRVIN, W. W IRWIN, HENRY, MARCHAND. 
BIDLACK, PLUMER, GUSTINE, GERRY, SNYDER, NEW. 
HARD, BEESON. JACK, KEIM. C. BROWN, WEST. 
BROOK, ©. J. INGRSOLL, EDWARDS, RUSSELL, SIMON. 
TON, RAMSEY and J. BROWN, 

Mr. J. KR INGERSOLL, « ive given, offered the following 

ution, Which w 
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Resolved. that it be rred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary to consider the expediency of authorizing by law a special 
session of the District Court ofthe Eastern District of Pennsy!- 
vania. } 





Mr. PLuMER presented seven petitions, numerously signed, 
asking Congress, for an appropriation to repair the harbor at 
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Erie, Pennsylvania: referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 
Also, a petition fora mail route from Dunkirk, in tl 
New York, to Pittsbur in Pennsylvania J 
Warren, Frankiin, Browuingtown, Prospe 
ford, and Perrysvilie: referred 
Office and Poat Roads 
Also, the petition of 
te the Committee on Revolutionary : 
Also, the petiuion of William) Richey, a soldier the late 
war, lora rred tothe ( ’ i 
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pension: refe rimatt I 

sions. 

Also, the petition of Henry James, a soldier of the late war, 
ra pension: referred to the Commitee on I id Per 1 

Also, the petition of Martha Olney, for a pension: relerred to 
he Committee on Revolutionary Pensio 

Also, the petition for a mat route, fi Plumer | office, 
)» Tionesta, Venange county, Pennsylvania: referred e 
Committee on the Post OjJice and P Roads 

(Mc. MARCHAND presented a petition from John Mourer, and 
H3citizers of Pennsy!vauia, asking an imposition of du 


irticles of foreign m 
Also, a petition from Win 


inulacture 


warrant fer boun 
{ Daniel Gord 


Gordon, thata 
























y lands be issued to him in trust for the heirs « 

an old soldier 
Mr. Bipiacx off 1 the following 4 10 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Off ind P 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the pediency of esta 

lishing a mail route froin Wyalusing in Pennsylvania, to 
Owego, New York 

Also, from White Haven to Bea tin L re ¢ 

From Shickshiney to Cambria, I roe county 

From Columbus, Penasylvania, to Shi iney,in I 

unty 

From Shroudsbury to Bushkill, in Pike ¢ 

From Honesdale to Pleasant Mount, in Wayne ¢ y 

Mr. BipLack present irge number ot petit ! \ 
inerous citizens of N ern Pennsyly i, praying for n 

ywition of such di im uit ! a Ll yf 
import, as Wil) secure asequatle protectio Ameiicai 
dustry. 

Several petitions from citize if Coe county, asking th 
readjustment of the tariff, witha view to the efiect upon the 
important interest of the manufacture of irot 

Mr. Brpiack then askeditit would beim order t ve hi 
reasons lor not presenting a peti 

On the SFEAKE replying in the negativ 
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he House, the very evil o 
he declined to present 

New Jersey: By Messrs. YORE, STRATTON, MAXWELL 
anid RANDOLPH. 


it 


New York: By Messrs. LINN, FERRIS, FOSTER, FILL- 
MORE, CHILDS, GRANGER, MORGAN. GORDON, BAR- 
NARD, GATES, CHITTENDEN, C. A, FLOYD, OLIVER, 
McKEON, TOMLINSON, MAYNARD, J. ©. CLARK, DA 


VIS, ROOSEVELT, and BREWSTER 


[Mr. Octver presented the remonsirance of William B. Cros- 





by and others against the repeal of the bankrupt law: referred 
to the Committee o > Judiciary 
Also, a like remonstrance on the ne subject: referred to the 





Committee on the Judiciary 
Also, the petition of John Sloa 
if Pennsylvania, for an incre 
Also the petition of E. Camp a 
New York, for the erection of a fortiticatio 
Also, the petition of © lias Smith of t 
sip, praying for theerection of a harb« i 
(Mr. BARNARD presented a petition from 33 cluzens 
liamsburgh, King’s county, New York, whi 
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the appearance of the signatures, he could not was 
signed by persons of respectability and education. io 
graphs would coinpare favorably with those attached to the 
Declaration of Independence. He was sorry tha 1 I t 
turea had been set to the prayer contained in this petit 

The petitioners set forth, in a very inteliize ma roa 
variety of grievances, as wrongs 81 fiered by the North for a 
long series of years, at tt ids of this House and of this 
Government, which they specify; and among them l 
larly the wrong done by the adoption of the 2st he 
House, and by which the sacred right of petition ha en sa 
crificed, 

The prayer of the petition is inthe alterna Ist. That the 


wrongs recited by them may be redressed, and especially that 





in regard to the right of petition; or, 2d, That Congress would 
take measures for a peaceable dissolution of the I ir 

Mr. B. asked that the petition should be referred to a select 
-ommittee, with instructions to report tothe House a resoh 
tion to the effect that the House ought not to consider, excey 
for the purpose of ynptly rejecting, any pro; ion whict 
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looks to the dissolt Union of these States, with rea 
suns therefor. 

Also, to report a resolution to re 1 the r of is 
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therein to be received by the House, or entertai ina Way 
whatever. . 
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Mr. WISE raised question of reception, and mov > lay 
the question on the e; but withdrew the motion to lay on the 





table. 

Mr. BRIGGS signified his int@ption to debate the subject; and 
after some conversation on points of or ler, In whi Messrs. 
|. CAMPBELL. WISE, MORGAN, L. W. ANDREWs. 
GORDON, ARNOLD, RAYNOR, and the SPEAKER parti- 
cipated, the question of reception was laid over for debate. ] 
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